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| * NN N 75 
| Pi # Author of this ſmall Rook) Anthny 
Ulrick, Duke of Brunſwick. 4"; 


and 7 olfembuttel,” by returning in his ol 
Age to the Communion of that C _ which 
his Anceſtors in the foreg 1 5 T 2 
exchang'd for one new rale b y Ll 
a Leſſon to Perſons of every Abs 16 —4 | 
tian that neither the Concernglof his 
World, nor the Principles of Education, nor 
24 Fear of dif pleaſing Friends, or gf owning 
5 5 to bark been in the — ought 
to Hinder us from embracing Truth, whenſ 
ever Cod is pleaſed iw pin Mercy 8 . 
A Know ir. 2 — 4 25 K 4 $**; £5 * * 64 At ü 
Tis the Unhap pineſs of nal thay cha. ſy. 
ansin our Days 2 Te biaſs'd by one or more 
of theſe unwarrantäble Moutives in Contra. 
diction 8 the Dictates both of Reaſon and Re. 


1 Ugiby. » For fince Chriſt has built 4 Church, 
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for the faving of our Souls, it mult. . d A 
185 any Man to 
. 4. r in the Promiſes made to her of | 
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be a very great Pre fu mx tio, 
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855 The 5 1 E. e 
the Remiſſiomof Sin, and of a JETT Rz 
| JurreQtion to eternal Life, if he takes ho Care 

to inform himſelf whether the Conimunign, 4 
in which he happen'd to receive his Educati, 6. 
on, be that true Church or not. * 
But this wiſe Prince being fully reſfolv'd 0 
fave his Soul, had no Regard to humane Mo- 
tives. He confider d, that a wilful Separatir 
on fromthe true Catholick Churck would [2 
clude him from Heaven; : that as there were 
many damnable Herefies in former Ages, the 
infinite Variety of Sects in theſe our Days 
were a ſufficient Argument to believe theſc 
latter Ages werenot exempr from the like de 
ſtructive Errors; and that, ſince ever y Brac 
of Proteſtancy ' pretended to be the 
Fart of the Reformation, and Gugel d wf ith _ 
all the Reſt, as well as with the Church i ot 
Rome, which e qually 7 them all, 1 
8 not Rag it to his Conicietice not to 
e eee W Y 


form and gs re are inter the Things 

we are to believe of 5 TA4 GP, Mis hure LJ 
How any Man, that calls himſelf a Prote- 

| Dane, « can diſpenſe himſelf from the like En- 1 

We E cannot underſtand, It being a firſt 
rincip le of the Reformation, "guts? 5 "2" 

 Chriſitan is to ather the Articles of his Faith: + - 3 


not from the * of his 3 bur from 1 


1 . 3 


fo | | 


e eee PI 
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Seripture by his Private Judgment, that is to 
lay, by the Induſtry of his own Enquiries. 
Now, it any one is defirous to comply with 

bis Obligation in this Particular, E Book 
wilt preſent him with a ſhort and eaſy Method 


of Proceeding in this neceſſary Search. And | 


3 he enters upon it with thoſe pious 
iſpoſitions the Author mentions in his Pre- 
face, tis to be hoped, he will reap the like 
8 gh his Labour. _ i: wy 1 
An Enelth Proteſtant may perhaps t 
to think” 155 the Duke Ache — 55 
charge the Lutherans and Calvinifts with O- 
Pinions they never held. For his Vindicati- 
on, I have added ſome References, which 
will direct the Reader where to find what 
ever is imputed to them. And becauſe L. 
ther and Calvin were the two Leading Men 
. of the Reformation, Ihave chiefly eited their 
Works ; and where it could be done, with- 
out ſwelling the Book too much, I have given 
him their very Words. And if theſe a 


| on ſameOccafionto be rather the Suggeſtions | 
þ of a ſeducing Spirit rhan the Inſpirations of . 
+ - the Holy Ghoſt, it will not be raſh to fay, 
that God never ſent them to reform the clla- J 
eee 
„ 1 | 
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1. THO! ey many Years I bad 1 alt 


| N able, in an Enquiry after the true Relgi- 

1 n and and fyirg Faith, which I was ſenſible * 

| could be but one, and this upon uo other Motive 

tan a Concern for my Eternal N. elfare, and a de- 
fire to know the Truth; I was yet in Doubt, our 

os, ſo many Religions and Confeſſions, which it was. | 

that I engt tg Embrace, In the mean while, upom 

_ this Deſign, I el ſeveral Univerſities, 1 rurn'd 

oer whale Libraries, I read the N ers of innume- 

rable Authors, as wal Catholicks as others, that 

| 72 dof our preſent Controverſies 3 I adviſed with 

eat many. Dottors rouc bing the Diuerſity of 

$7 „92 ons 3 I fropes'd my... Dewbss: net 

only 77 f Je to their Aduerſaries & 

| ord, I try'd allWays and. Ne on 

be able to, 25 gg thing 1 Hit d. This 

| made e me re ave n/a s pits Buſineſs 2 5 


E a proper yp ie a 


ks CAS: 7 


* Eternity 77 
. But that 15 Neger 
* carry me ts the Thing J 75 45 42 1 2 
it werebeſt to enter upon it in the Manner jollow- 
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Firſt, I earne ly or'd the Aid N 
the Holy Ghboft, 74 . Power 
we Ys arte K Fo os 48 Father Li, 


* Ks bv * 
5 p Ts ne 
C 1 8 
„ „ * 
* , i = 


4 * 585 « © Py | 1 . 
4 133 * ＋ a \ = 3 
3 ** rn N 


the Study and Pains and Diligence I was 4 


AS. 
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EF who (1) Lightneth every Man that co 


into the World. For” Faith is tha frugular Gi 
4 of God, whereby Man is ſo far enlightened, as firm- 


| Lig be 
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ferable uo all the reſt, Beleg tÞns ſpeed, 4 25 
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ly to "3,508 all that God has reveal l. * 
Secondly, I made \a ſtrong Reſolution by * 

Grace of God to avoid Sin, well knowing, that ſ 2) 

Wiſdom will not enter à corrupted Soul, nor 


dwell in a Body ſubject to Sin, And I am con- 


vinc ed, and was ſo then, that the Reaſon why ſo. 
many are Ignorant of the true Faith, and do not 
embrace it, is becau ae rhey are plung'd into ſevural” 
Vi ices, and particularly into Carnal Sins. 

' Thirdly, I renounced all Sorts | of Prejudices,” 
lieb clin Men more to ont Religion than to 
another, whatever they were, os I might unh. 7 

/ Lacs former uſed 3. and I ht m 
5 ef i 2 ſje as tobe brag to — 382 
which ever the Grace of the Holy Ghoſt and the, 

on ſhould point ont to me, A any. 
e and Inconvenien | 
meh and, in r NN ort. 4 
«Tn fine, Ienter'd upon this Dilibirativs lad NE 
6, in the Manner I ſhould iſh to ba e done, : 
the Hour of my Death, and in a full Ce 
an, that ar the Day of Tudyment Jig 
Arecount 1e Goc why 1 follow'd hi 


ebſolutely" to riject an „ wherein 7 Ache the | 
8 Error i in Pots of Fat "For 0 3) the Ch | 
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8 The PREFACE” 4 
1 Pe ing God is, and ought _ the Fil- 4 
lar and Ground of Truth. =. 2 2 
Nou the Pillar and Ground of Truth, den 9 
5 * Error ; therefore the trus Church. of | God. can 
. told nothing Erroneous' in” her Atticles of uit! 
[| Afrer I badithas diſpos'd my ſelf, to obſerve ſome 
a 1 Method, I ſuppos d in the Na Place, there were 
certain infallible Principles of Chriſtian Faith, in 
hich. all Chriſtian Grein, to different ſoe ver, 
muſt. neceſſarily agree, and which no Chriſtjan can 
deny without incurring the Guilt of Blaſpbemy, of | 
_  Impicty and of Atheiſm. After warde I laid down 
Principles, agreeable to theReaſon of Mankind, and 
conſulted by every Man of Senſe, when be'isto 4. 
his Choice in the Concerns of this Life. Roc fu 
The Principles agreed 2 11 15 r Gr 
| tle are ſuch as theſe,” | © - 
I. There is one God. f 
2. This God is a in len ONT ede 
hending in it: ſelf 40 W without the 
mixture of a 'D ef. 94 1371 575: dung 
3: From hende it follows, that beit eli 
True, ſo that be can neither; deceive nor he diceiv d, 
nor ſpeak an Untruth,, nor. reveal a Thing otherwiſe 
this be Gone it, or nib ie ſe than it i 
in it ö Juſemuch iharig his Nature bt t te 
both in + be Knowledge and in his Word. | 
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I are poſſible With God (2) nothing ſhall 
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5. God is fait without ice. (1) 
All his Ways 2 —— Be of Truth 


and l without Iniquity, Juſt and Right is he. 


6. God is immutable. a, e dee = 96g 
that he ſhould lie, neither the Son of Man, 


chat he ſhould repent. With him (3) is no 
Vvoariableneſs, neither Shadow of turning. By 


conſe , all that God reveals, is true aud poſh» 


ble at the ſame Time ; be bar a Power and a Will - | 
to effect, and — REIT ng 2 


miles. 


7. God is moſt Wiſe. His (4) Wiſdom is in- 


ite. 


3.604 is Inflnitely Merciful. G) The . 


God merciful and gracious, long 
and abundant in Mercy and Truth. ( 6) The 


Earth, O Lord! is full of thy Mercy · 


9. God is juſt, He rewards the Good and pu- 


niſbes tbe Wicked. (7) The Lord is righteous 
in all his ways. (8) He that cometh to God | 


muſt believe 4 5 e is, and that he is a Re- 
warder of them that diligently ſeek him. 


in Perfetti 


** — 2 ; 
8 
PS i, * 9 * 1 s 


8 (1) Deut. 32. Vi 4. (2) Numb. Ol ; 19. | 
: | C3) St. James 1. Ve. 17. (4) Pal. 147. V. 3 2 


(5 Exod. 34. v. 6. (6) Pſal. 119. v. 64. 
(7) Pfal. 146. 4 17. (8) Heb. 17. v. 6. 
Gel Iaiah 6. v. 3. 10) Plal 145; 1 


” 


** TO Wet" 


10, God is eſſentially Holineſs, Goodneſs. and. 
Benignity en, (9; Holy, holy, holy 

d the Lord of Hoſts, Heis holy nor anly in him- 

elf but be is likewiſe (10 15 in all his Works. 
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*Tis certaint e and unqueſtionable, that what- 
ever Doctrine contains any thing repugnant to rw 4 
divine PerfeBlions, is altogether Fes 3 and _thar 7} 
what Sef ſoe ver bolds ang ſuc Dofrint far for a Rule |} 
of Faith, is erroneous, and by Conſequence is abſo- 
lutel y to be rejected, and ought not to be a SubjelF 
of Deliberation. 

11, Man bas but one Soul, which 3 
ly either damm d or ſaved. 0 ) For, what is a 
Man ted, if he ſhall gain the whole 
World, and loſe his own ? Or what ſhall 


a Man give in exchange for his Soul ? 


12. Eternity knows no End. The Courſe of it 


| bs perpetual. Tis a Series of unlimited Time and 
2 of innumerable Ages to come. x 


13. There is no Jon between Things In- 
finite and thoſe that are not ſo. O the Happineſs 
of the Eternity of the Saints ! O the Dae pd 3 
of that of the Damm d One of theſe tuo Eterni> 
ties waits for us, W itbout a true Faith, 1 
wever artain the Eternity of the Saints 3 and if I 


do not attain it, the 5 ternity of the Den (NE. 
be 2 Lot. 


1 


— —— ů 
. 


Which os , obe to be fallow'd, ed 


r 5a ot] true to 21 Ife 1 


of Title; the certain 


ef anon,” 33 42 
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Reafon, t. 
and 10 Things ee 0 0 


alling ; z eternal to temp 

ſc 1 as are grounded in Rea 
that hold no Correſpondence wi IG 1 
2. To attain to our laſt Re 3 
Object of our juft Peſires, the Means 
we ule muſt be ve poop ee and 


Jy 8 - LEE 955 J 7 


© 


"LA 


uncertain,” 

2 Among the Means to attain to our 
eternal Welfare, thoſe which many 
Perſons have ugdqaubt acquired it 
are more ſecure than thoſe by which i it 
” 7 8 that ny Man was ever 


: „ae he Ar ons eminent 
for en fe 52 _ Sanctit 115 
ferthe in order to eternal Salva 

which the Holy Ghoſt himſelf preſcribes, 
are more ſecure, than 


Blood, of the World, of diſorderly and 
3 | Keention Men: For, (1) it is the Spirit 
| 0 ae » the Fleh profiteth nothing. 

8 or they that are 51 _ 2 


be things of the Fl * 
5 da Fins of 
For to carnally minded, 1s. 


to be ff ieh minded is 
 Becanſe the carnal Mindi is. 


e and path 


"Got. — & then, they oe are in t 
Ph, « ent "Po E God. 1d 


( join 6 8. v. 57 ® Rom. 8. v V. 5 6 5 75 f. 
| ber 


b | thoſe that are el certain, or altogether | 


whith Reafos | 


than thoſe that have 
only the Recommendation of Fleſh and 


178 i 
God : For it is not ſubied tot RY | 


5. the ik 7 


| Places do equa 


follow the Roman Perſwaſion. w 


fidering the 
ſelf E 


For thus I reaſon d t. ih 
my ſelf. This Evangelical Communion 


i 2 * N 
„ * g are 3 3 
— j oh l 
* = 6" 5 
= 


4 - 
5 3 
— 


theſe 2 * and Rules of 1 
bo lence, I proceeded to the 1 7 5 1 
Confiderations, which diſcover d to 4 
Motives, why I ſhould. 


many ſe N 
rather chooſe and embrace the Romas 
Catholick Faith, than any of thoſe Seds 


into which the he Chetan World Lands b 
now divided, and at * determin me |} 
to OO all. 9 


e 15 8 


«ws ſubject Matter of my firſt con- 
Kidention Was, whether it were better tos 
me to embrace the Cat bolicłk Commu- f 
nion, or the Evangelical, a Title, which 
the Lutherans and the Calvinift in fome © 
e of. r 

the Catholick Com 


ing therefore 


| * was, I immediatel af cok e 
it to be the Communion : 


all the World over, and in all 9 


very where agrees with it ſelf e 
Articles of Fatth:On the othex Sid (ee 
Communion, which ft les i it 
vargelical, at the very firſt She, 
I Afooverd a very dangerous 


the Matter SN 
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i he 
t ſhould be one, that in its Doctrine is 


wholly agxeeable to the Golpel; Now, 


, . 


the Doctrine which gt the ſame Time is 
follow'd both by, Luther axs and Calvintſts 
15 never be conformable to the Goſpel: 

or two Doctrines that are oppoſite, or 
directly contradictory to each other, are 
never fo be reconciled to one and tùhnñge 
| ſame Goſpel-Truth; but either the one 
or the other muſt he irreconcileable. 
"Tis clear that the Doctrine of the Lu- 
therans and that of the Calviniſis, are in 
many Articles oppaſite, and in ſome 

| direaly contradictory to each other. 

Therefore it is not poſſible for both of 
them at the ſame Time to conſtitute 

an Evangelical Communion; by Conſe- 
& quence, this Communion is a meer Chi- 
mera. For my Part, being to make BY 
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n ( 1 not content 1 85 wi 

2 Fancy, but I thought it my Obligation 
to make a 175 Search into the Truth 
of Things, which divine Faith com- 
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mands. us to believe: For this Reaſon, 


I would not declare for this Evangeli- 
cal State, but on the contrary, I judg'd 
I ought not by any. Means to make it 
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gelical, whether-one of eri tepas 
ratel 10 den —.— not poſſibly beo | 
me eſerve, by Conſequence, to be va- 
lu'd above the Heap ? But-here Iwas per- 


plex d with a new. Difficulty! F * 


eaſon told me that toi give ue 
the preference * * another, thete _—— 
be more preſſing: Motiyes.-on the ne 
Side than en the other. Now, I was 


gelical than the Calvin, 


55 terptet to one Senſe, n 
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will. have 1 9 5 Ret tion to be. tun 
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erroneous and unnatural. In #his Quatre” 
both build upon the Light of their 
vate Spirits, which are orecoriciteably 
different, and neither fide is able to 87 
duce the leaſt Colour of a Proof, that 
his Adverſaty's Spirit deviates from the 
true Senſe, or that his own has hit up; 
en it. The Caſe ſtanding thus, 1t was 
not in my Power to pre er one of theſe 
Doctrines before the other, and there · 


regected.. 


cosi. eration m1. 


2 1 am as much ata Loſs to ons upon 
= what Princi ciple the Latherons and Calvi- 

wiſts exchite” the Arians and Anabaptifts 
out” of their Evangelical Communion : 
For. theſe pretend an equal Right te the 


S able to the Truth of the Goſpel; nay, 
3 that they are more p Pe rly Evan ical. 
than either Lytherans or Caturni 2 We 
* read not, ſav the Ambaptiſti in any Pa Tort 


| B of the Goth I. that Infants ou ht to b be 


. x Baptiz efus Chriſt himfeff ſavs in 
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| tized hat ba ſee. waere Faith 
maſt go before Bapt non, Faith is 
1 e 0. de. abr; _ that are! paſt 
| Childhood, therefore, no one till 
1 — ought to be Baptized : Our Doc- 
trine, by Conſequence, is more agree- 
able to the See 
or Calvimfts, who admit the Babtiſm of 
Infants. And thus plead the A#ians, our 
Saviour favs expreſly in St. Fobns Goſ⸗ 
pel ( (1) My Father is greater than I. We 
follow then the Goſpel, when me teach 
ont as to the Divine Nature, the Son 1s 

| not equal, but inferior to his Father. 
mit not upon this Text the Inter- 
8 0: the Fathers, who will have 
r that the Son- is leſs. than the Father, 
according to h's Human Nature; but "i 
equal to him according to his Divinity, 
for we think the ee and Calvim/S 3 
have na Right to force. upon us any fu 
Interpretation, fince they reject cho: A I 
thority of Fathers in — Controverſies I 
that are on Fant between them and Cas! | 
tholicks. For we ſee no Reaſon,” why Þ 
their Authority ſhould: be allow d in 4 
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felt upon their own Authority, or the In- 
terpretation of their private Spirit, the 
Arians and Anabaptiſts will require them 
to point out in expreſs Terms this their 
Interpretation i in the Scripture; becauſe 
tis a Principle with all of them, that 
NOTHING IS TO BE - BELIEVED 
AS AN ARTICLE OF FAITH; BUT 


= CHES IN EXPRESS, INTELLIGE- 
N BLE N CLEAR TERMS. : 
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0 oa ideration IV. 


1 2 The Conſ deration call'd to my Re- 
*® 1 thoſe Words of the Prophet 
Y "Ih 1) Stand ye in the Ways, and fee, 
as and alk for the old Paths, where is the good 
Nau, and walk therein, and. ye ſhall find 
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ay to Heaven, by ner A Trent many 
have certainly arrived at it, was better, 
A | had leſs of 
"of than that by which it is not known 
4 any one to this Day arrived. 
Then I thus diſcourſed the Matter in 
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| RN live A d died in the Roman Ca. ä 
1 tholick © ommunion: But who can tell 

If whetherany of the other Religions are 
ſo ? n that, in the great Con- 
cern of Salvation, the Roman — — 
lick Faith was a ſurer 8 — 
other Religion, . and that by C 9 
_ | quence . to chooſe it belkes J 
5 all theireſt. 3:18} et N 584 | 
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| ner, Wholoever .18:{aved;; leaſed Gatlin 

; Ba; without: Gut! (1): #& 4s Ampoſibletto: 
[pleaſe bim: Therefore that Faith and!“ 
6 Religions by jor cue Man may be'fas; - 

* ved, is the true. gow 15 cannot be que- 

| ſtioned, but Numbgs of Per 


d ſons who profeſs the nay pes Catholick - 3 
je Faith hape geen ſavd, (it isa Tfuthaunr 
_ very Advexlaries dare not den JB 3 " 
„ [conſequence the Rowan Catholick Fail? 
18; true Fant 3 therefore it. is 2 2 
Dry © embrace it. en Nin 
es tut: hit gol; 2 e Hits A 
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5 "om this Argument Idrew andthes) 


As there ũs butione true God, ſo is there 
but one true Faith. Accordin to thole 
Words of the K poftle (1) Ou Lord, one 
Fatth;\ one-Bapt3 ſm. There can only then 
be one true and ſanctifying Faith, as- 
there is but on: Lord and one God. So 
that, if the. Catholick Faith be the true 
and landtify ing (as is 2 above) all 

tue other forts of Religions, are with- 
aut the leuft A ppearunce oof a true Faith; 
aid ſinite no Babvation'is attainable with- 
ct the Cutholick Faith, I was bound 
tochuoſe chat of the Roman Catholicks. | 
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ſolution uf embracing the Roman Ca- 
ftolick Barth, was this, erg of 
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ticks themſelves :robfeſs Roman Catho- 
= licks may be ſaved, whereas thele Ami 
W tain there is no Salvation for ſuch as * 
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What a Maduefy then writ; for any 
Man ſiot to go over? td the RomaniCa- 
comma err y be ſuvedin the] 

ies; hut 10 o 
imtelf with theſe, ho uceding to 
— out of the Way? 
Wa would itt adviſe: a Man o ke 


the ſaleſt May when be is threamed 
with. any Danger ꝰ And: does 
not that Peru two oppoſite Parties 


approve: ot, ꝙtomiſe greater" Security 
han another ich one Tarty onl . 
gen Wies ue — Ty hat 
Infine;can tent 
a Medicine preſcrib'd by two \Phryſicians A 
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another wich one "of che two, judges 1 
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of the aneient Fathers, to find 


OE Dew 22) * (5) Prot: 22. 24. gh : TA! 25 N | d 


\ h * 


3 o 
* 


* 


” — \ 9 - wh" 
4 * dis 
l 


CS E W IIS. TR 
A * . — * 0 Dn N 
Gra. 4 - * * . 
* 3 
po” * * 
— a —— a — , a 
5 e * 4 K Ws : ” *- 7 
7 8 * 9 Om 
+. 9 
7 2 3 


tk — the Roman Gatholick 


(1 ot Aug, 2 A 
called the DET 4. 0 (2) Chin 2 


. * * * as 2 as 4.4 — 
n * 1 * 1 "4 
: = wg * "> Ia 
$33 Ol . . pM > 1 


1 12 J "OO 
what: they would adviſe me to-do gwhe- 


tos 
e. FF 


Faithodr lore of the other Perfuafionst 
The fir ſt Lmet with wasSt:Auguſtinnrho 
of 1 Mani became HA Roman Catho- 
lick, and has leſt us the Motives of his 
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12 of the Cut holich hurab i' The 


Atreement of: People and Nat ions hold me: 
Authority begun vit Mirncles, nouriffd 
with, Hopen riarreas d with. Charity. con- 
2277 rs Jenin Fran ee 
PF Siſbopo ue ing fe 1 
St. Peter. to mhom Chri aftey- his Refur- - 
_ neftiqu committed his Flock to the pre ſeut 
© Epiſcopgeyabelds me. And in his Bock of 
the Advantage of belteying;! ( 2474 we 
afraid, lays he, o : Kaur thru the Communi- 
on of th it Cl, mbich, « a Mankind 
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whe hol eakin Ln, RomanChurch ſays 
olick Kr) that ta this. Church, by..Reaſon of its 
Gon: Nreater Power, it is neceſſ. that allChurches 
Who baue Recourſe of 4 Faithful on all 
itho- 4 The T 120 was Tertullinn, L jo H. * 
£ his N, lays he, is the Churrb in ber State, for 
ber ieh the Apo ſfles pon d forth all their 
nein pdt/ines together with their Blood. The 
The ourth St. erome ;/ 4 Know, hr. he, 
Ame: at the Roman F it varranted by 
riff Faul Authority. And (4) in another 


Place. Io Jpeak my Opinion clearly and in 
few Words, tis this, that we augbt to con- 
5 in = Church, which was founded 
yet he 12 and remains to this Day: 
ek e is ſpeaking: of the RE | 
Fhurch. In fine, St. Gregory Nazianzen 
ne In the Poem he writ on his own Life, 
7- (ves this Anſwer to my Queſtion, The: 
Roman Faith was right in Times paſt and 
den now: it ade be-raght, uniting. ©} 
1 an amiable Knot, all that the Sun ſees.iq 
is Courſe. Having heard theſe Eviden- 
es, I could not but yield to the Judg- 
Dent of thoſe Wiſe and Hol) Aa 3 
Mnd:fo :reſolyd ener ' Roman | 
, (F-atholick e ups . 1 
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_ Faith they lived in, and by which 
arrived at eternal Bliſg, And they'a 


2 by St. Dominick, St. Francis, Sc 
71 idget, St. Elixabeth, c. amongthe 


es, St. Catherine, &c. whence IL Eur. 
this Concluſion. "Theſe Saints by fol- 
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and. fo patier tly endured. Baniſhz ments, 
Priſons and all the moſt cruel; Foxments?þ 
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and ad | [what Was. the 


all 
maile Anſwer, it was the Roman:Kaith. 
Thus LWwW¹Ʒs anlwer d, by St. Martin, St. 
Nicholas, St. Athanaſius and many 2 
among the Biſhops; among the Rel 


mont the Widows, by St. Monica, Bt. 


Virgins by St. Agat ha, St. Luc St. 


lowing this Faith obtain d ö Glo- 
this Faith then muſt doubtleſs be 


18 therefore to no el to Wann anos 
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2 91147 Stood 10 ner 


a Tben 1 8 taathe Holy Martyrs, 
and inquir d what Faith it was, for the 
Truth of which they ſpilt their Blood; 


A 


» Fe; 2 9 


"i 
They 1 Va as with one Voice 
tht this Faith was fo other than tle 
Roman Catholick. This I, was aſſurect 
Aby thitty three Biſhops of Rome,” who 
ere crown'd with Martyrdom :: By the 
aints Cyprian, Sebaſtian, Eaurence, by St. 
gat ha, St. Cecity Sk. Horoth), 2 
and an infinit nd Number 0 other Saints. 
hen I wound up my, Nihon; in this 
hanner. It is a natural . de 
hat, Faith to 5 rl, 0 ence: 0 
eu ſuch an Ar 2 5170 8 Fs 
0 glori 0 1 and fo willing 
ok their Ttved IE could I there 
ore any longer doubt of the * of 
the Reman Catholick Tauh?. 
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rhereI found Wesen d to everlaſting 
Torments Simon Magus, Novatus, Vigi- 
Fantins, Pelagius, ing Macedonins,, 
arcion, KC. And 1 A8 d them, how 
They came tobe e d to that Seat 
Pf Sorrow, without Hopes of being 
ver reſcued from WP lames? And 
hex told me, it was for their breaking 
off from ther Roman Catholick Church, 
ind Fe * Authors of ** Set which 
B 2 * 
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0 Mn 6 can doubt” but th: at St. Paul's 
Faith was truly Apoftolical. Now 

as hb other than the Roman, as bi « 
elf teſtifles in his Epiſtle to the Chri- 
ſtians of Rome. (1) F 1 5 rol ſee you, that 
I may. impart unto- [ſpiritual Gift, 
to the end you may be 40 1 That; is, 
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. the mutual Faith both if 12 and the, 


was once 
the Apoſtol cal Faith. That t. was ſo 


in the Beginning our Adverſari 
eeaſily grant us Mar they Page Tho 
= without a Proof, that afterwards it cea- 
| fed to be the True and Apoſtolical; 
which the Roman atholicks Abſolute- 
ly deny. For if any one ask them, in 
war oints, where and when the Faith 
MF the Church of aaa aged: d 2 are 
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upon them to pi n effect, di 
un we put the Caſe, that a en Famile 
vas own'd by all the World to have bee 
in ancient Times of a noble Race, ank 
chat ſome one ſhould now maintain that 
of late it had 110 5 Rank, which he 
I's 1 it formerly poſſeſs A, would not 
ch a Man be 1 to point. out the 
Time wuen, and to bring a Reaſon wuix 
it loſt. its 588 ? And if he wy: 4 
prove it, would not any equitable _— 
condemn him as a Slanderer? 
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a Wulle! was deliberating, 85 hetber 1 
ought to fix upon the Roman Catholick 
Faith, or upon. CTA other that ft nds in 
Competition with it, a new Difficult = L 
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prefented' it felf, viz. that, if I ora 
the Roman Catholick, it would ſti res 
main 0 be eramin'd, which of te 6p? 
paw Religions I ought to ahere "20h 
hether the Lutheran 7 The Calvimft ? 
Ire The. Arian? Or the 2 
require much Time and ry, 


Vould er 
vdo come to a Reſolution 
Religions in many Points differ-frem 
zt! one another, even to the Degreg of 
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that I had made my Choice of ſome one 
of theſe ; I could not yet . diſpenſe my 
ſelf from à farther. Deliberation. For 
all theſe Religions have ſprouted into 
diffetent Branches; ſo 15 a new Scru- 
tiny would ſtill be. neceſſary, to know 
into which of taeſe Diviſions or Subdi- 
viſions I ought to graft my ſelf. For 
= theſe Reaſons I thought the beſt thing, 
87 JI conld do, was to reject them all in the 
8 Groſs, and to return to the Pale of the 
Roman Catholick Church, to which Je- 
ſus Chriſt himſelf (1) gave ſome Apo ſtles; 
and ſome Prophets; and ſome. Evange- 
hfts; and ſome Paſtors and e 
the perfedting of the Saints, for the Work 
7 the Mimſtry, for the edifying of tbe Bo- 
y of Chriſt ---- That we „ be 10 
more Children toſſed to and fro with every 
Find of Doctrine, by the Slight of Men, 
and cunnng Craft noſe, whereby they lie in 
Wait to decieve. (Oo aq 
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"When firſt enter'd upon this Enqui- 
Y, I reſolved with my ſelf to reject 
v1thout more ado any Set or Religion 

atſoever; in which I diſcover'd Er- 
ors:cont ary to Faith and to right Rea - 
vn: And proceeding upon the Principles 

have laid down at the inning of 
his Tra, I examined ſeveral Tenets of 
e modern Religions, which are held 

Oppoſition to thoſe of the Roman Ca- 
olizk church; I conſider'd them one 
dy one, and took a diſtin& View of eve- 
5-Particular, My firſt Reaſoning was 
> this Effect, Gad is infinite in Wiſdom 
and in Goadneſs: He has laid upon us 

tam Commandments, for the Tranſ⸗ 


0 preſſion whereof he . — Man moſt 
es 2 „ und even to Eternity. Then 

4 7 mis Commands are ſuch, a 

* Witte Help of his Grace may be avs - 3 
; Ecompliſh'd; 8 he would neither 
Abe a wile Law-giver, nor a merciful | 
- Tenſei he-pu _ Man . Na wit y for 
x Tranſgreſſing them. For no I 
eee © and merit Mater, | 
bl CG his Servant: Thingsablos 
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as Commandments. | 


bad foreſeen a Man's Demerits, to de- 


12 
Courſe, or to touch the Heavens with 
his Finger, and who, in caſe the Ser 
vant fails of doing it, does puniſh him 
with the utmoſt Severity, and condemn 
him to moſt exquiſite Torments. No 
God is a_moſt wiſe Law-giver, and 2 
Maſter of an unlimitted Bounty and Gle- 
mency; therefore he has commanded us 
nothing but what with his Grace we are 
able to perform: By conſequence” the 
Doctrine 2 all our Innovators has no 
2 oundation of Truth to build on, when 
_ tell us (1) it is impoſſible, even 
with the Grace of God, to Keep his his 


My ſecond . ent. God's Good- 
neſs is be yond Meaſure. Nothing thete- 
- fore onght; to be admitted, that i rephg- 
nant to it. Now it werea R ney" 
to his ſovereign Goodneſs, - he 
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chat fatal End +" heddbore there id ns 
ſuch Decree of Reprobarion in God and 
the Doctrine of the Calviniſts is falſe and 
ought to · he rejected together with the 
Sect, that teaches it. 

My third Argument. God 18 . 
tially True and Omnipotent, ſo that 
Nothing is impoſſible to him. When 
therefore our Saviour, (who is alſo our 
God) ſaid at his laſt Supper to his Apo- 
ſtles (1) Tbis it my Body Tbis it "my: 
Blobd; either he ſaid not true, and 
therefore is not the Truth or. elſe He 
had not Power to'c thei Bread id- 
to his Body, and the! Wike- imo His 
Blood, and by conſequence is nit Om- 

nipotent, nor the true God. But he is 
God, and therefore he is ur True 
and Gmnipotent. In Effect, if: God 
ceould create the. World out of Not 1 
if our Saviour at the Marriage in [Cane 3 
of Galilze could chayge WaterinboWine, q 
he can likewiſe change the Bread into 
his Body and the Wine into his Bo. 
"Therefore the Doctrine of !the' Calvittifts,, if 
ho deny the Real Preſence: of Chills: 7 
Body and Blood. is manifeſtiy falſe. We 
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As I was hie ching to the Bottem the 
Credenda of roteſtants, I met 
with ſeveral ws — altogether in- 
credible, and inconſiſtent with common 
Senſe and Reaſon. For Example, the 
Abettors of the pretended Reformation 
among other From teach (1) that Ml 
Sindave equal, and that no pin is yenial . 
Upon this I argued in the following 
manner. An idle Word is a Sin, for 
aur Saviour tells us we muſt give an 
Account of it in the Day of Judgment. 
This Sin then, according to the my 
= oro of our Innovators, muſt be of e- 
1% = Enormity with any other Sin; as 
bor Inſtance, with that of Blaſphemy, or 
Infidelity, or Apoſtacy. Now if the 
Sin of an idle Word be as enormous 8s 
f 2. of thoſe, it 22 equal Pu- 
niſhment, and muſt be equally rem 
ble or irremiſſible, and will as "bale 
"2 Lind Pardon as u other Sin. But our 
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the Puniſhment and 
rao! oſsever, ſays he, (1 ) 
ang with his 'Brother without a Canſe 
be B oment : AB 
ther, 
iptf þ all be in 405 ger of” 
be Council: But 95% oe ver ſhall 7075 thou 
Fool, ſhall bein danger of Hell-fixe. Here 
ve learn 3 3 er ag —— 
ei , deſeryes, in me Pu- 
ihe SY dut ur thay a biting 0 de- 
Greater Oyer and above that 
St. % CN e There is a Sin unto 
Death, from whence. it follows, there is 
an Sin, Which is not unto Death, and 81. 
nt. Conley that all Sins Nh fat 
* be fer ka, 1 a ec Ree - For 
e- wen (3) neit t ; 
as I wither in the World to come, for In- 
ſtance, the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 1 
All: Sins therefare are not ine Le- 
vel, as to the Remiſſion of t , nor ay A 
to their Enormity. Infine, we read in I 
the Proverbs (4) the juſt Man fall fe- 3 
ven Times and viſeth up n biit FF, J 
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all Sins to be equal, every good Work 
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ix 1124 e. Treat with all p DMs 
Rorians, 9 wel 


3 Attention, FIAT 
. — —— r 8 ey 
(i) calvin loſtit. 8 4 21 23.55, Nee abſox. 
_ videri debet quod dico, Deum non modo 


imi hominis Caſl eo poten vie i 
Lak prævidiſſe; vn, " ip'a po » fu» diſpen- 5 
falſe, Idem docet, u. 8 G9. 2 Eterna DI ms 
Præileſt. Opuſo. p. 906, K Beza e 


(2) Luther de Serv. Arbitr. tom. 2 fol. 429, 
| dicimas Deum in -nbis operari bona & mala, 
noſq; mera neceſſitꝛte paſſiva fubji i Dei ope- 
rant, fol. 434. Hie eſt fidei ſummus Gradus crede- 
2 Deum), ll fo = 42 Fares ak 
 'farjo,dams nabiles 14 1 445 
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Political; Eccleſiaſtical, as likewiſe the 
Annals of a gr Sixt many Nations, to Price 
it, before the fiſteen there 
hherer or chloie, Dede, 5 
t t OF Calvim l 0 
ther Sects of Gale dur Days. For the 
ſame End, I likewiſe peruſed a great * 
many ancient Wtitings ng Records od 4 
the memorable Tranlactions that ; 
pen d in each Century, but without find» 
ing the leaft Mark or Foot- Kep ofthe. 
'This made me conclude that theſe Reli- 
'* Egions were all new, and by Conſequence 
10 fi ſhort bf being Apoſtolical';Fince they 
were not left to us hy our Saviour, nor 
by his Apoſtles, but newly forged m tie 
freakiſh Heads of their Authors wa "i 
e me Nn Neben them. p 
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of e to my Mind, how Lad in 
my Youth the Bock of a Calvinif which 
he call d a Journal, wherein heattemp- 
29, ted to prove, by a long Muſter: roll of 
al, bis own Invention, that, ever ſince out 
be: Saviour's Time, there were ſome in eve- 1 
7 ry Age, that held the Doctrine of Eu- 
tber and Culvin. But his vain Attem . I 
— Influence - PO me; jor the 'Y 
2 TD 


* 


arr = 
oa ** 


we * 


pars; 


2 * 


» 


de days in its Purity if Lm 4 fo 


1 1 1 « - _ 1 . 
3 a Ws 
_ ” - . . 4 £ 
1 4 ä vas 

> "I f Wir 1 * H pr * o * * * 2 

Ru \ —— * F 

* TY p —_ x „ 2 8 3 6 * ** * 4 
2 Nil . a . 2. f Y y 
[Ma . * WY > n bd 2 8 os 5 . . "RAS. 1 * * bY n {3 1 N 3 * 4 ©. $ 
4 * 0 * 8 * 8 a7 1 1 f „ 1 IT x * * . 1 
2 hd » 


- 2 8 a 


1 


* . * N * l * 4 4 
1 ke thi * * 4 F 14 * FP") 1 - I'S * * N 7 
n * 1 8 * Thy EY A 3 * 8 
* 8 7 9 I 
© % * * ** 1 * 
— 2 i 
, 
* 
4 
» 
x 3 
4 8 
of 1 q * 
. \ . 


| Jowing Reaſons. In the firſt Place, [He 
will have the Perſons, che:places in his 
| Catalogue; to have held Calvin Opinion 
as well as Luther. So that he dubs them 


Lut heran- Culvini ſts. He might as well 


have attempted to make the Eaſt and 


Weſt Wind to blow: from the ſame Quar- 
ter; for tis Matterof Fact that the Faith 


of Luther and that af Caluin are no more 

to be reconciled, than the Lutherans and 
the C(ulviniſſs. As therefore none of o 

Sectaries will own himſelf to be com 


-pounded: of a Lutheran and a Eolvinift 
ut | pretends to be either a (downright 


Cal vini tor a downrighrt Lutheran ſothoſe 


that fill the above · mentionꝰd Catalogues 
cannot pals for Lutheran Calviniſta. Ner 
ther is there the leaſt Colour of Reaſon, 


i why theCalvinifsſhouldderive their Pe 
digree from that Liſt any more than the 
=. Lutberans; or the Lutherans, any more 


dan ah Cafvinsfs; Nay, the Anabaptifi 


and all the late Spawn of Sectaries have 


.asguſtReaſonsto put in their Claim to it 


Thing there related, that before Lut her 
or Calvi c Days, any Man held, beliey'd 
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-aritaught the Doctrine of Tutber or Cat 
win or of the Lithe#ans:or \Calvini fs off 
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and pl Hobie Soon: 
I talo ue is 
rlons 00 b by this Aach, uc, 8 
| cording to bis RE true Lake | 
ran. Calviniſi: becauſe he finds'i in their 
Writings a Word or tiro, r, at molt] 4 

?oprirtion; which the Lathtrass ufd cal 5 
vin ix maintain at reſent; 11 Were this 
ſufficient, he ought” to have 17 on 
the Rollof Lede Calvi i t et, 
Fudas Tſcariot;' Arius and al Are 4285 H I 
reticks that ever tent te Church of Chriſt; 4 
ſinceiall and every one of them bave f 5 2 
ſome Point or other held che ſame, a2 
Ime Lit beram and the Ca! vini ſu. Aaboner 4 
| held; as they do, that there was but dne 

God, 447 ., . might ert, 
e the_Touncitof Nie eßßectually 4 
had err'd, in condemning” him; ſothaf 
Jat this Rateof reaſoning, Mabomet and A- 
rius will . zdly, this 
tf Catalogue is abſolutely falle, forasmych, 3 
Adel is the'Xothor" has Hee Re With e 
Naines of Perfons, who te HE DAY 
brofeſt d the RimanCatholick Fapth;5 
among theſe of Popes, Cardmals: Archbi! 
Ing hf pes Daſh evetih! | 
fomewhobytheirWritings Have a 1 
the Druthef the Rn Catholick Fai! | 
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Why, ini non at a He in bn 
St. Gregor to have beef a Lutheran Gals 
vinſt, from his reprehending the Faulri 
of Prieſt $35. Trenans, from his c mmend» 
ing the Holy Scripture; St. Polycarp,trom 
hisholding the Ax otolical'Doftrine;and 
even Bellarmia to have been ancther, be- 
aan complains of the Sins of bad Cas 
1 tholicks, Le the World judge, if theſe be 
i” Arguments to prove them to have been 
Latherav. Calviniſs. Do not: Roman Kat 
als ks and their Preachers fill inveigh 
the Piſorders of Ecrleſiaſticks ? 
oe. they reproach ill Catholicks for Her 
— 3 _ _ 7 
mendthereading oft y-2eriptures, 
= and the Doctrine of the ApoRles? Will 
tis transform them inte Lutherati:Cal- 
if ek Not at all.. of roo t en Al 
| Fegg 226 Bi T38 
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2 i; nmnibg khr El, the. Bete e of of |? 
1 . Ma ade for my ſelſ aa Hi. 
n Abſtaact com rahly better Þ'z 
than this K abſurd Gatalc ogus. For: 1 1 
that well- nigh all — Articles of ſþn« 

950 3 Which: jet - coght by Hes ay 
maintain, was — I YI. 
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Church; Li net. meag/ that.any * 
hem taught a theſeArticles une man: 
er they are taught by Luther andCalvin 
for . peer 2 vis i facet * 
ome Arc ret! taught 
185 nud en in Bens 2 For i 
78 neyer be an Argument wat | 
F 
doe had a Being before Luther or 
a vin. It Cane proves (and this indeed 
VA afairl aa that the Religion 
roach d by and Calvin is a Com- 
lication of Ae ancient. eondemm d 
lereſies, reſerphling the Beg= 
ars..Coat, which--he finds among the 
rokers made up of party - colour d Rags, 
nd Patches ith ſome new. Shreds oh 
loth, ofa, Colour ad Valter N 
| drop 
138 1 
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771 Net 11 took. into nid Þrotion * 
08 116 | Church of Chriſt. 
Pix. that i It = Ons, Holy, Catholic, and 
1 Fpaſtaliral. But not one of them-could I 
of nd in che reſorm'd, or to ive. it its 
72 oper, Na = the N 5 „ 
br * "there's nothing of it ; for their 
by. We att af eee 
nel: , 
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e 
bfmnechiek 1 of Faith; [Ak evenſkott 
thoſe of the ſame: Beheben are runſnto 
into Sentiments and Opinions directly be; 
. 5 The: are. no leſs Strangers toſſthe! 
lineſs, which, as David (1) oblerves, eve 
directsus to flee fan eil, ah dotheTbinglwas 
thut is good, whereas'theſe Religions areſDa' 
ſo far from̃ teaching us to decline Evil ith 
by the Obſervance of God's Command - of 
ments, that on the contrary they declare the 
it a thing i im ble to obferve them: 
And inſtead of exhorting us to well -· do Ld 
ing, they teach us that Works (2Ime 
are no Ways helpful coward the gaining wh 
of Salvation, aud what is yet worſe me 
they ſay that good Works (3) are down · Co 
right Sins. Beſides, that they cannot 
name ſo much ab one Perſon of Sanctity 
that was of their Religion. They are e- 
uy at a Loſs how to prove their 
hurch Catholzck or Univer ſat; for thei 
Faith has never been 1 pread 
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he | World: as the W Ce FRED ng. 
en tothat of te 


ty che end, of the World. Add-to' this, that 
toftheir EY cannot be traced back thro" 
es flevery 19 0 for before the Lear 1517, it 


of, 
got hoon vr all the World; 


e 
of E 


the Untverſe, compared with Africa, A 
America; Where it is fo far from 
being eſt 


ngfl where the 
rſe j ment upon no other Account but that of 
Commerce. inline, it cannot be Apaſto- 
ve by Reaſon that it was not funded: 
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unſl;nto all the arth, and their Words unto © 1 


And at this | 4 


n ſome few Provinces 4 
ur ope, aich 1s "the ſmalleſt Part þ - A 


bliſn d, that ĩt is net ſomuchas 
mention d,; excepting à few. Corner, 
Sectaries bave gain d. a Settle- 


ityl by.the Apoſtles, nor is able, to ſhewa; 
e. ee Succeſhon of its Paſtors or its 
eirf Doctrine from thoſe fit entern f this.” 3 
1C1 


ate of Chriſt. On the other ſide, * 


Catholick Church. So that I had all te 
Reaſon in the World to e it 5 
Janyof wh A, 
TRICE 


theſe Marksare ſhew'l by all Manner: 
Proofs to be inherent in the Roman; * 
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Then began to confider, how ſo ma-· Ive 


ed without the Divine Power and Aſſi- 
ſtance, by Reaſon of the many Obſtacles in 
on the Part of powerful Empe . c 
and Tyrants, whoſe Cruelty was to b 
undergone,” and Obftinacy to be ſar- 
mounted; and chiefly by Reaſon that the 


Things contrary to Fleſh and Blood and 
tb:the Marims of the World, and pro- 
ſed: to their Belief ſublime and hidden 
Ayſteries, which the Light” of Nature 
alone was not able to comprehend; and 
all this by Preachers deſtitute of all hu- 
man Support. Upon a ſerious Contem- 
pllation of theſe Prodigious Converſions, 
I began to think what that Faith and Re- 

ligion was, and 1 ſoon diſcoverd it to 
be the Roman Catholick Apoſtelick, 
which wrought theſe Wonders by Men IF 
of an Apoſtolical Spirit, ſent by the Im 
chief Eiſhops to preach the Goſpel. Our I ſi 
N 5 very \ 
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Eee kr e confeſe A thatdurng ' 
2 firſt Ages, ee p 
:ligiow to: neh Mations:wete: eon! 
eds Theiéth Age ſaw England 6685 
25 by 88 Auxuſtin a Nin che er Linen 
er by St. Gy Pope n the ſeventh} 
Germany ae Faith by the 
I i: — 80; Roni face: wo received 
ris: Miſfiom from Pope Gregor gory THY) St. 
Grilandst. 11.20 didbeonväßt Moravia 
in the Eighth.” In the ninth' Hung gary 
and Poland were converted by St. Ade 
bert, St. Phili A ande ff. In the tenth 
Bobemia, and Meow covy;and long before this 
he FredzlavdbySt: 2 andSt.Wilebrod. 
m In the eleventh Pomerania by St. Bruno. 
nd In the twelfth Livonia by St. Meinard, 
o- and Sweden by Nicholas 5 Dt Who 
1 was, afterwards adyane d to the See of 
Nome; In the two aſt es a vaſt num 
ber of Provinces as ho in the Eaſt as 
Weſt Indies, and a far greater To of 
Land, than all Nee e together, have. 


2 1 brought o th Chriſt an Fal 
Which is no. other 5 5 the Roman Ca: 
tholick, did the er of Convatts 


there is daiky o Mon dus cr. But after 
n the ſtricteſt Search I have been able to 
je make, I have not found fo much as one 


i Jingle Pagan Nation that las embraced | 
7 r * | Lu- 


N, Gr IT of or. 
25 ny Fork PS rs as far as vor 
earn, are hboſe and d — pit) 
Catholicks; 3 who have net, in all Ap -- 
Praranc, any other Motive for leap — c 
the Paleof the Romay Catholick Church, | 
than ſenſual Pleaſures and-worldly Satis, 
faQions,: From theſe Premiſes the moſt 
rational Concluſion I was able to draw, 
was that the Roman Catholick Apoſtolick Pf t 
Religion ought ta be choſen before any 
Ae en ene 7 4 


| Conſideration XXIV. 
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me on to this farther Remark: 
God beſtow I oval all the Apoſtles, A — 
all. Apol A N, whom 0 forme 
A8 ges he ory Ton, for the Converſi- 


& - on of Cant 5 ations, the Gift off. 
= extraordinary Miracles, according to Il; 

that Promiſe. recorded by St. Matthew, | 
(1) Go, ſaid our. Saviour to 1 Diſciples, 


1% Preach. = "heal the ſick, cleanſe. the 1 
- raiſe the dead, Ye 5 devi 5 G £1 


10 DA we read the- Acco 1 5 
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orth, and preach'd every where, the Lord 
porking wit h them and confiming thelil ard 
pith Signs following. 
The Maſter ee of tr an 
Sects, may, as long as they pleaſe, boaſt 
hitheir Mi Sen ren God for the refor- 
ing of his Church; they have never 
yet produc'd'any of the aforeſaid Signs 
or wrought'a Miracle in Confirmation 
f their Doctrine or their Miſhon, not 
o much as the Cure of a lame Dog, as 
a certain Author tells them. How then 
ould I believe that God had ſent them, 
fpecially ſince our Saviour has fore- 
arn'd us (1) to Beware of falſe Prophets, 
vhith: come inSheep's cloathing,Chaving al- 
ays in their Mouths the HOLY 
SCRIPTURE and the GOSPEL] but 
i wardly they are ravenmingWolves. Which 
s yet more evident, from their claſhing 
ith cne another, and preaching incon- 
ſiſtent Doctrine, as Luther and Calvindid; 
It being impoſlible for both of them to 
dave taught the Truth, and by Conſe- 


an Finence'to have receiv'd from God aCom- 
t niſſion to reform his Church, ſince the 
mnt pne gives no better Proof, than the o- 
her of his Commiſſion. For which 

TL. Marne . "WEL 5. 8 


(Ii) Matth. 7. 15. REIT EROS, 
| 24. CO 


b 38 1 
Reaſon T judged, that neither of then we 


was worthy to be belier d. Pere 
Conſideration XXV. 55 on 


I likewile took a View of the Live y 
and Manners of theſe firſt Reformerg1q 
And I compared them with thoſe Apohu 
ſtolical Men, who from Pagani:nea 
brought the Gentiles to the Roman Ca 
tholick Faith. And there appear d a al. 
great a Diſproportion betwixt them, ana; 
there is betwixt Light and Darkneſs, bethoy 
twixt Heaven and Farth. Thoſe Ape 
ſtolical Men were Perfons of eminent 
Devotion, were cloſely united to God! 
indued with many ſingular VittuesRo: 
were Pious, Sober, Humble and CheſteSha 
they deſpis d the Riches of the World hr'c 
fled from Pleaſures, and had no otheiſthe( 
View than God's Glory in the:Salvationſknd 
of Souls. as appears from the Hiſto 
of their Lives, and from their Writings ( 
On the contrary, theſe pretended Re. 
_Formers were Slaves ta their Bellies, and (, 
to carnal Pleaſures, Apoſtates, Perjurers 81. 
Vow- Breakers, Proud and Impious, and (3 
broach'd Dochyines that flatter d Senſe}: 14 
F. 

18 


to a moſt ſhameful Degree. Thei 
Lives and Writings bear V itnels to thi 
Charge. What Mortal was ever more 
. ſwell'd 


* 


| 1 x 39 J. ä n a 
enrelPd with Pride and Arrogänce and 
Preſumption than Luther (1) and Cal- 
Pi (2) who preferr'd themſelves to all 
— [Antiquity, and their Senſe of the Ho- 
veſly Scriptures to that of all the Saints 
erpnd Fathers of God's Church? What 
PoAuthor has ever ſent abroad Books fv - 
iinbeaftly (3) and full of Filth as Lather ? 
Car fo impious and Blaſphemons (4) as 
aA alvin? They have both writ in ſuch a 
; aFnanner, that their very Followers ate 
beſhow aſhamed of then. 
u Conſideration XXVII. 
od Another powerful Inducement tv the 
ueRoman Catholick Religion was this, 
aſteſhat even in our Days great Numbers, 
r1d Fir'd witha Zeal of Souls, under valuing 
theiſhe Con veniencies of Lite, leaving Friends 
_ nd Relations, renouncing the Ho- 
0 — — ne Erementar = 
1) Luther cont. Reg. Angliz, tom. 2. fol. 344. 
1 4 geh. ad Reg. ARA, fir. 498. ade Exes 

tab. fol. 93. 109. Ad Epilc. fol. 305. | 
aud (2) Calvin Trae de Reform, Eccl. Opuſc. p. 
rers 81. Epiſc. ad Melar: p. 109. 
and (3) Adver. Pap. 107: fol: 45 1. Serm. de Matr. f. 
enſel l. 119: In 1 Cor. 7, tom. 5. fol. 111, 112 
heir (4) Iftic, l. £ . 14. u. 3. in cap. 1 7. Jo. v. 12. 
Hela r. 3. ad Gal. Inſtit. J. 1. 7. 13. l. 9. 23, 24. J. 2. 
Ml $073. 2+ 2. 1/87 3. + AE 
noreſl _ | 
ell'd 
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e 
' nours,, Dignities and Advantages, of 
'  .Þreaſonable Expectation, 5⁰ chearfully in 
| . Queſt of People to the. fartheſt Corners 
| of the Earth, that they. may preach td 

them the Goſpel of Jeſiis Chriſt; ; inftruaf 
dem in; the Principles of Faith, ant 
| Cconyert them to Chriſtianity, without 
any. Appreention of the Dangers inci 
dient to fuch long Voyages, of the Cru 
' .glty of Fyrants, or of Death it ſel 
which' they have Reafon to expect fro 
the Malice of a barbarous People; and 
with Aſſurance they may be able to ſay, F 
as St. Paul did (1) 1 am in Labours mor © 
abundant, in Stripes above Meaſure, in Fri.] S 
ſous mos ę frequent, in Deaths, oft. But we 
never find the like among the Preacher 
bt the other Religions. And this obligec 
me to conclude, that thoſe: were full 
theſe empty of the Spirit of God: For 
(2) Greater. Love hath no Man than this 
that a Man lay down'hisLife for his Friends 4 
nn . ern f 


W 
Conſideralion XXVII. 0 
«4 Again, J admired to ſee, among the c 

* 
a 
C 
? 


4 


Roman - Catholicks, ' fo many Perſons 
who might hve caſie in the World, b 


e 
(2) John 15. 13+ 


m- 1) 2 Cor. 11. 23. 
| | Reaſoi 


in. Meaſon of their ple tiful Eſtates, and alf 
T In he Conveniences that are uſed to Wait 
pon illuſtricus / Families, not only 
Poung Gentlemen and Gentlewomen, 
but many othere deſcended” a Fatons, 4 
Counts, Marquiſſes and Princes; I:fav, . 
to ſee theſe trample on all the Delights 
and Pleaſures of the World, affd with 
" Buch chearful Hearts t Frets tbllgh 
a tboufand Obſtafles, and immüre 
ran themſelves in auſtere and poor Cloifters, 
J and this upon no other Motive than the 
Love of God, and the ſecuring of their 
Salvation. Can anv oftthe new Reli- 
gions new 'me 4 Parallel to this ? Or 
rather, don't they all run directly Coun- 
ter, Oyer and above, that, among 
their Miniſters you will ſcarce find one, 
of noble Extraction, or of an conſi- 
derable Fam ly above the Vulgar. I ſay 
not this, as if Lpretended that Gd makes 
any. Diſtinction of Perſons, I know very* | 
well, that our bleſſed Saviour made 
I Choice of Fimple [Ignorant Fiſhermen 
for His Apoſtles: I only infer: that for? 
Chriſtians ſovcuragiouſly tu leave the 
World, as Religious Men and Womeir 
do in the Roman Church, they muſt 
22 beanflaenced by an extraerdi- 
nary: Graceiof God, and. animated wit 
bas C 3 the 
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Numbers of Religious Men and Wang 
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Graces are beſtow'd upon them. 
Conſideration XXVII. 
T remember that in my Youth I heard 
Cerning a young Man of an admirable 
Diſpoſition, with whom I was very well 
acquainted. If I be not miſtaken, ſaid 


one of the Miniſters to the other, this 
young Man will never marry. The 


other made anſwer: He Il do very well, 
. for Continency and Celibacy is ag 


| Feat 
2 Pg 
Luth 


Gift, and a ſingular .Grace of God, 
who was then very young and a Luthe- 
van too, being amazed at this Anſwer, 
began thus to reaſon, the Matter with 


15 ſelf, Since our Miniſters ſtile theme 
Ives Reformers of the Church, and 
Preachers of the pure Goſpel, and own, 


that Continency and Celibacy is z great 


Gift and a ſingular Grace of God; how. 


* 
— 
,» 


comes it to paſs, that God beſtows not 


«this ſingular Grace on them? For you'll; 
ſeldom or never find that the Miniſters: 


hve unmarried. ::And how chances it, 
that this Gift and Grace is beſtowed on 
fo many Papiſts, whom we call Idola- 
ters? For among them there are. infinite 


the true Faith, in which ſuch ſingular In 


two Lutheran Miniſters diſcourſing con- 
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ular nd of the Eccleſi aſticks, · who paſs their | 
ives in a firic Obſervance of Conti- 
ency and Chaſtity, Their Religion 
uſt certainly be .more acceptable-to 
od, becauſe no Man can be (1) Chaſte 
unleſs God gives the Grace. When I 
came to xiper Tears, I very frequently _ 
had this in my Thoughts; and it was 
d one of the Motzves that inclined me to 

the derne Catholick Faith. 0 


- Conſideration xxx. e 


1 * ſeveral Authors who had writ- 
ten a gaünſt the Roman Cafiolick Reli- 
gion, and 1 could not but take Notice, 
hows in all their Arguments they labour 
to prove, what Cat! licks do 4 deny, 
but on the contrary allow without any 
Difficulty. But thay Hardly touch upon 
thoſe Points which) Catholicks hold for 
Articles of Faith, Fer Inſtance, they 
will brin u a Multitude of "Texts 
from Sori türe, to prove that God only 
is to be adord, and henour'd with di- 
vine Worſhip : When Catholicks ure ſo 
far from — it, that they believe 
it to wow gin O ner to ya divine 


0 Wiſdom 1 * I Van 
117 C 4 po * 


1d 


On- 


If And; J de the Catholicks 3; but may 


„ 4) 
Again, they cite many Places in Scrip-ey 
ture, which make | honourable ment ionlays, 
of Marriage. But what's all this to the Man 
Purpoſe? Catholicks condemn not Mar- t. 
riage; ſo far from it, that they put it 12) 
in the Number of Sacraments. Their (ec 
Doctrine in this particular, amounts to mn 
no more than what St. Paul has taught Reif 
them (i) that He that giv#th bis Virgin IL. 
in Marriage, doth well; but h: that giveth doe 
ber not in Marriage, doth better. Again, 
they ſpeak much of bur Sa vidur s Me- the 
Tits; and of the Satisfaction he has öf- Ith⸗ 
fer d for our Sins. But what then? Do f ſer 
not Catholicks likewiſe teach that our: | * 
Saviour's Merits are of infinite Value, 
andithat his Satisfaction ſuffices: for the 
Sing: of the whole World? Muſt this 
inder them from giving! Ear to the 
Advice of St. Fiter (2) {Brethren gin 
diligence to make gour Calling audElefjon. 
ſure by good Mar ks, (as the Latin Verſion 
has it) oH that of St. P au (30 tf owt 
that we. ſuffer with him, that wt may he nl 
bi ſo: glorißed with him. TheiProteſtants 
give ud great Encomiums of Faith. x} 


(0-1 Gor-7739c (2) Epiſ. 1 10 . 
| (3) Rom. 8. 17. 13 s mohi. 9 
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rip. Hey not believe St. James, when he 
tion 


lar 
err 


to 
Ht 
971 


- TJ __ 
avs, ( I) ye- ſee then, how t hat byWerks a 


an is juſtified, aud not by Faith vnly: Or 
dt. Paul, 5 he pronounces of "himſelf 
2) Though I have all Faith, ſo that I could 
emove Mountains, and have no Charity, I 
am nothing? Intine, our Adverſaries in- 
eigh· moſt bitterly againſt the diſſolute 


Lives of ſome of the Clergy: But how 
I does this better thèir Cauſe? Catholicks 


deteſt it, as much as they: But then 
they adm're the Generality of them 


* 


ſerve both in Body and Soul. 
r e ms Toe ood 5 
ir I $3.5 3% 43 4 15 eim 14 ic. 
Conſi deration xX X. 


that Angelical Chaſtity which they pre- 


Pay 
x 


T obſerved not only in theſe Authors, 


but - likewiſe in the Sermons and Diſ- 


courſes,” both Publick and Private; ef 


other Miniſters, that their main Talent 
lay in ſlandering and blackning the Ro- 


man Catholick Church. And this alone 


was enough to perſuade me, they were 


her. For When Men in the Heat ef 
their Diſputes fling Dirt at their Adver- 


5 
* 
. 
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but ill provided with Arguments againft 


ſaries, tis a certain Sign their Argu- 


—— 


ments want an Edge. Over and above 
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that Calumnies are always made up olim 
Lies and Forgeries. And how is it pol; v 
fible by bare-fac'd Lies to come atſheir 
Truth? Yet this is the very Caſe o poll 
the Proteſtants. For Inſtance, they Do- 
will have the World to believe, that Ca- Igu 
* tholicks adore the Saints; that they takeſ ſbl 
the Pope for a God, that they put their 
Hope and Confidence more in their 
own Merits and in thoſe of the Saints, 
than in the Merits of our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt; and a thouſand other Stories, 
without any Foundation, but pure Ma- 
lice to ſupport them. Now I could not 
think it rat ional to ground my Faith up- 
on palpable Lies and Calumnies; and 
for that Reaſon I reſolv d to inform my 
ſelf of the Truth of Things; and ha- 
; ving happily found it, I rejected all 
. theſe new Sects as lo many Impoſtures. 
Conſideration XXX1. 

I remember, that being once preſent 
in my Youth, at a Diſpute of School 
Divinity, which was held among the 
-Calviniſts, one of the Audience; more 
knowing than' the reſt, propoſed before 
all the Company in the Perſon of a Ca- 
_ thohek, an Ar which ſo gra- 
rel d the Profeſtor, that it quite * 


n 
P © im for A Time. Then to get clear of it, | 
poſ Gs well as he could, he told us, that, 
atſbeing formerly in England, he had pro- 

e ot poſed the ſame Difficulty to one of their 

hey Doctors, who had no other Anſwer to 
give him than that no pertinent Re. 
ſblution could be made to the Argu. 
ery ment, and by conſequence that in this 
ery Point no direct Anſwer was to be given 
ats, to Catholicks, but the only Way was to 
(us avoid che Force and Dint of it, by ſome 
ies logical Evaſion. This Anſwer did not a 
little ſcandalize me: For it is not by 
Quirks and Shuffles that Satisfaction can 
be given to any Argument, nor that the 
Knowledge of any Truth can be acquir- 
ed. So that I judged the Proteſtants took 
not much to Heart the Truth of Matters, 
* » Conſideration NX XII. 
| I remark'd likewiſe another Particular, 
nt which gave me a moſt violent Prefump=- _ 
el | tion of the Falſity of all the Secs that. 
hef have ſeparated from the Roman Catho» 
re lick Church. Tho' they continually re- 
xe fl fer Catholicks to the Holy Scripture 
a- 3s for themſelves, they treat it as they 
think fit. Sometimes they reje& whole 
Books of it, at other Fimes they dteſs it 


F therans of Hungary make Ule o 


1 48 

ont in a falſe (1) Tranſlation, and allof 
them expound it to their own:Fancies,- 
and make it chime to the Suggeſtions of ¶ tio 
their private Sine On the contrary, ||| ten 
the Roman Catholicks have all the ſame ¶ the 
Verſion, all make uſe of the fame Books the 
Which the Church has uſed for above | ſon 
thirteen hundred Years; ani they un- the 
derſtand them Det” OOO to their fl we 
own private Lights, but according to the; 
Senſe. of the Ancient Fathers, and of 
the uni verſal Church, to which our bleſ- 
led Saviour refers us in thoſe Words, 
(2) If he neglect to hear the Church; let bim 
be unto thee as an Heathen and a Pub lican. 
Conſideration XXXII.. _ 
That nothing might paſs me without 
being examined, 1 attentively 'perfifed: 
= Luther's little Fee ner WING Jie Lu- 
nake Uſe of to this 

Day. I carefully compared it with the 
Catechiſm of the ſame Luther printed at 
Wirtemberg in 1567. And T found that 1 © 
in ſeveral Articles, it differ'd as much as j 
could be from the firſt Edition of the ſame 1 


4 


09 Concerning falſe Tranſlations in #he Ergliſh ſi 
Bible, ſee @ Bok called, The true Church ofChriſt I 41 


5. 237. (2) Mat. 48. 17. 
vg; chat Cate- 


1 49 7 
of Catechiſm Printedat / irtemberg. IfHonld 
8 ¶ never / have imagind lo great: an ltera- 
of tian; had I not xemark d hom the pre- 
7, | terided;Reformers:of — Days alter, as 
e the Fancy takes them, the — of 
cs their Religion ſo that ſome are held in 
e ſome Countries which are denied in o- 
„ thersgi ſome ſtifled in this Age; which 
xi i were! brogehid.in theo laſt; — others 
e; broach d in this, which were not b much 
as. dream d of in the laſt. If any Man 
queſtions what I. ſay.conce theſe 
two Catechiſma, eee he w cum 
Pare them; hie may eaſily.: __ done, 
lince this Catechiſm, of Mimemberg was 
reprinted in 1701 at Tixnau in Hungary. 
On the Contraryinmy Travels through 
t || fexeral Gatholick Provinces, I-formd no 
3 || Difference among thein; as to Art ixles of 
8 Faiths but rather an exact qe 
n z 
8 ee XXXIV. ; 42: 
N * therefore met with fp ume: 
˖ countable Variety, ab to Mutters of 
5 
1 
J 


Faith thoſe that would he 
thought to follow the Aug bo Confeli 
ſion; I reſolv d to read it © wins Vall poſ- 
ſible Attention. I procur'd ſeveral E Edi- 
tiods and thoſe of 25 fferent Times. But 

I fcun 1 them ſo alter'd and —— N 
that +4 


30 7 

that I was not able to diſdover which of 
them wasthe Genuine; and no Won- 
der, ſince the very Profeſſors of Lutheran 
Univerſities are at Variance about the 
Matter. I labour'd under this Uncer- 
tamty, till I had the good Fortune, 
when at Vienna, to be admitted one Day 
with a great many more into che Empe- 
ror 5 — e e. 
ties, his Imperial Majeſty Library · keep - 
er ſhew d us the very Original of that 
Confeſſion, which Melanfthon, in 15 30, 
preſented to Charles V. at the Dyet of 
Avugsbowrg.” Tis ſo different from the 
other Siem that, did they not bear 
the Title, no Man would take them for 
5 the Co nfe on et From whence 
has ed eee 
raus is not that 10 — 
ſion, but very different — and by 
Conſequence, not worthy to be regarded. 
But why was! not contented at leaſt with 
the Original it felf ? Becauſe it contain- 
 edlagreatmany Lies and 1 
EY as Cardinal 

3 , prov'd in his Team 1 
alle 2 EK 1 Pau 415. W 
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a, 


Ea] 
abe Nr 
Having very ently M on 
thoſe Words of our Saviour, (1) Enter ye 
in at the trait Gate, for wide is the Gate, 
and broad is the V ay thatleadeth to Deftru- 
Gion, and — bez wbich go in tberent, 
2 1 Hrait is the Gate and narrow is tbe 


e antoLife, and fem there 


— — - 1 to — 
: t at Gate. I ſay, having very 

quently conſider d theſe Words, I cafily 
— Religions ,contrary to that 
Sth the Roman Cat olicks, were not this 
ſtrait Gate which leadeth unto Liſe; but 
that they were the wide Gate that lend- 
eth to Deſtruction. For according to their 
Doctrine (3) there goes no more to the 
Gaining of eternal Life, than believing 
ones ſe f predeſtin d to Glory, and that 
he Mall be ſav d. Nom certainly this 
Doctrine can never be reconciled with 
that of our bleſſed Saviour and his A- 


er. For, when one ask d JefusChrift, 


Good e what t good Thing. ha Fi 
— a — —— — 
(1) Matth. 7. 13. 14. (2) Luke 13. 24. 


(21 Caly. Inſtit. J. 3, c. 2. . 16 C. 24. Antid. © 


Cone. Trid. in Seſf. G. cap. 13. 14. Beza Expo. | 


de la Foy ch. 8. conc. 1. + . 
| eh 16. 17. e 
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do, | 


[ 527. 


do, that I may have eternal Life? He an- 
ſwer d, I thou wilt enter into Life, keep 
the Command ments. Whereas our Secta- 
ries, hall the Queſſ ion been put to then, 
would not have ſaid, if thou ſhalt enter 
into Life keep the Commandments, for 
this they judge impoſſible 5 but rather 7 
it thou wilt enter into Life, only believe 
that ſeſus Ghriſt Has fulfilld for thee the 
Commandments of God the Father. The 
Jews touch d with St. Peter's. Sermon, 
ask d, V hat ſhall we do? Ci) And St. Peter 
anſwer d. de Fenance, as our Saviour him- 
ſelt had ſaid before (2) Except ye! do Pe- 
nance, ye fball;all-Jikewiſe periſb. And St. 
Peter again (3) DoFenance therefore and be 
converted, that yourSins may be blotted out. 
In the ſame manner did St John theBap- 
tit begin his Preaching (4 Do Penance. . 
2. Bring fortht here fore worthy 8 

Frenance. But what would our new: Goſ- 
pellers anſwer, were they ask d by any 
* one, whether, and in what manner Pe- 
nance ought to be done? They would 
tell him; oy believe thyStns are pardond 
t hee through the Merits of Feſus Chriſt, and 
that's ſuſicient. But ſhould I put this other 


— 


(ij AA 2. 25. 33. (2) Luke 13.3. 
s 3. 7. (4) Matth. 303. 5. 
08 Queſtion 
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ueſtion to them, am Loblig'd to for- 
give my Enemy the Injur ies he has done 
ne, If IL would have Cod to forgive me 
iy Sins? What would they anſwer then? 
othing elſe I ' ſuppoſe; but that it is e- 
ough for me to believe that my Sins are 
örgiven. : Andlyet out Saviour has de- 
tar d (C1) H ye forgive Men their troſpaſ* 
es, :ybur-Heav:uly Father will al ſo forgive 
on: But if ye forgive not Mentbeir treſpaſs 
es meitbermitlyour Father forgiveyour treſ« 
zaſſes.la-kfarther, whether by good Works 
may menitoeteindl Lie They will 
anſwer. me in the Negative anch that it 
Faith alone that gains ti Vet St. Pete 
2) exhorts us by good Hor tu make our. 
alling and Election ſure: AndSt, Faul tells 
1s (31 that God wilk rexdex toe rt 
arording to hit Deads Glos), Homonr and. 
race to æuet y Man that v Reth SA. And 
4) that every Man ſball recexve hit owe 
Rewarl; according tochis own Labaur. Ano⸗ 
her Queſt ion may be, whether Io can 


ES 


o my ding, by giving Alms? Smet: our 
54 iohr ay, (SOT Alme of ſich Thirgs 


ii If : | 9 4 119 nn 
1 you, have: Aud beholds all- Fhingt arg, 

2 ** Sd rr r= en 12 Poet": AAk 6 | 
y 8 { I )i\Natthe6s 1% 150 £3: (2 bete 185 OY 
8. (3) Rom. 2. 6. 19. og .? C 1 C9934 
on . 6, Luke 11. 41. | 


clean 


Abu ſers of themſelves with Mankind, nor 
Thieves, nor Couetont, nor Deunkargs 
Re uiler, nor Extortioners: fhallinberit the 


_ that no Sim, but Incredulity 
FE appeat to the common Senfe and Rea- 


164) Dans 4. 27 ) Cr 9.10. 


vate, niſi ſola Tnereduitras, Cap. Bad. rem. 2. fo 
_ &Poftiſla in Dom. 8. poſt Trin. 


r * 
clean unto yon. And the Prophet Danieli. id. 
(1 Break off thySins by Alus, and thy Ini"! 
guities by ew ing Mercy ta thepoor. They len 
tell me, purſuant to their growndleſs 8y- 


Tem, that it is not neceſſary, only believe 


that our Saviour has ſatisfy d for you, and 
ou ll be without Spot or Blemiſh: Only 
elieve that Jeſus Chriſt died for you, 
and you'll get clear of your Sins. Faith 
alone will do your Work. Laſtly, 1 de- 
fire to know, what thoſe Sins are which i 
damn a:;Soulandexciude it from theGlo ·¶ be 
ry of Heaven. St. Paul . wonld anſwer, 
(2) Benotdecervid; neitberForneat ars nor 
Idolators,uor Adulterers, nor Efſemi nato, nor e 


Norhhy 


Kingdom of Gad. But our Reformers with 
their Patriarch Luther 3 aflure me, 


y, damm a Man JE 


fon of Mankind, if this be not anew,and 


_ (3) Dapcizatys etiam volevs non poteſt perdeco 
ſalutem ſuam quantiſeurq; peecatis, rif1 volit 
eredereꝰ: Nulla enim peccata eum poſſunt dam- 


78. Similig docet, contra Cathar, tom! . fel. 146. (1 
TRE { 21 widle 
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C 55.1 
jelhvide and ſpacious Way; And conſe- 
. Ientiy a Way, by which never any Man 
ent do HeaẽW . 
Conſideration XXX VI. 
On Occaſion of this Controyerſy, vize 
bether Faithaloue will ſuſice to ſave a Mau, 
or the ſupport of which Principle Lu- 
ber ſacrilegiouſly corrupted that Text of 
t. Pay! (1) Ws conclude that a Man ii ju- 
ified by Faith, and read by Faith alone; 
began to ſuſpect the Proteſtants might 
er, te the lixe Deceitin atherTextaofScrip- 
or ſure. I therefore reſplv'd to inſorm my 
lf as, to this Particular, and I ſoon. 
found there was but too mueh Reaſon for 
ny Suſpicion, The ſame Luther come: 
Being ta that Text of St. Peter, cited in a 
UN fforegoing Conſideration at! (2): Grae ili | 
ence by goodWorksto make yourCallingant+ 
lectien ſure, entirely omits in his Tran 
lation thoſe Words, By good Vor h, be- 
ndfgauſe they evidently condemn his Error, 
Foncerning the Uſeleſneſs of good Werks 
n order to Salvation. We read inst. Mat». 
iber (3) and St. Mark (4 Hoc eſt C 
Ius mem, This is my Body: But tout aut 


„ 


I 
(3) Mat. 0 26, (4) Mark 14. 2 of 
THE . | 


[ 56 . „ 


Chriſt's Body, the Generality of the Cal- 
viniſts read it thus: Hic eſt Corpus meum, 
Here is n Body. For the ſame Reaſon, 
inſtead of thoſe Words in St. John (1) I 
am the living Bread, which came down from 
Heaven, they have tranflated, Iamthe Life- 
giving Bread, that the Text might tlie 
more eaſily be underſtobd of common 
Bread. The Roman Catholicks prove 
the Sacrament of Penance, not only 
from St. Fames's Epiſtle ch. 5 16. Con. 
feſs your Faults one to another, Confitemini 
ergoalteAitruni pectatavefira:But allo ve. 
ry dearly"from St. Matth. 16. 19, and 
St. Fobn 20. 23. The Reformers to get 


clear of Sacramental Confeſſion, inſtead 


of ſaying with St: Fames,Confitemint ergo 
altkrutrum peccata veſtra, ſay, Confitemini 

feecata beſtra ad Thvicem," Confefs the Sin: 
ven have committed againſt each other. St. 
Faul (2) declares Marriage bonourable in 
all tliohorahile counubi im in amnibum The 
Nebormers tranſlate it, Marriage bononr- 
able ung all, Hondrabilecounubium inter 


omen, to give a Sanction totheMarriages 
ot Prieſts. Jeſus Chriſt ſa Vs: 5 (3) : Come yo 


6 —ů — 


(1)Jobn g. r. (e Reh. 13 3 
(3) Matth. 25. 34 35. F 22 * 2 94 
wi” bleſſed 
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of the Euchariſt the real Preſence offpr- 


( 


$7 4 
fuel! my. „ Fatt der; -herit the Kin gdom 
io: prepared for you from the Foundation f: fy 
al- W. /d. For I was Hun 187 'y, and ye gave 


on, I was a Stranger and. ye took me in, &c. 
) TN'Luther in his Tranſlation omits FOR ; 
om] te:auſe he ns Oar Catholicks proved 
fe. trom hence Works tobe Meritori: 
theſſ| ous of tern *; omit a great many 
1onfl other Fed 5 the like Nature; 
yell which convinc d me that the Heads of 
aly all our new Sects taught not the Way of 
on. God in Truth, but Tf they tortured the 
fn Holy Scripture to make it ſpeak their 
ve. own private Senſe, and clip d it, as they 
df thought convenient. Ho- W therefore 
get could I think it Frmdence to adhere. to 
eadſ their DUNE: F 


ini C gf, XXX VII. 

din. FS this, I made a kind of Scratiny 
St. towards A Diſcovery of the true Church 
e-1ff of Jeſus, Chriſt, 1. n thoſe that falſely 
Phe pretend! to be And, I ag it in this 
ur · manner. There is fomewhere. in the 
nter Chriſtian World a true Church of Jeſus 
ges Chriſt. All Religions and Sects what- 
e ye ever admit this Propoſition, exceptug 
| thoſeHereticks who are calld | Ex pectants. 
2.3 If there bea a true Church of Jeſus, ee 


* N 


Meat, I wes Thir fly, and ye gave me PD nk: 4 
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it muſt have been 


: according to the Principles of Wiſdom, 


F to that Max- 


lien 


— —ͤ— 
' 


and the Floods came, and the Winds blew, 


founded by jeſus 


Chriſt himſelf, and, by conſequence, 


Hav 


Tel 


fince her Founder is the Eternal Wiſdom i He. 
it ſelf. Now if this Church was wiſely can 
founded, ſhe was founded in ſuch afft® e 
manner, as to be ſure of a conſtant and 
im of our vavioùr (1) V ho ſoever heareth 
theſe ſaying of mine, and doth them, I will 

ken bim unto a wiſe Man which built bis 
Hon ſe upon aRock : and the Rain deſcended, 


and beat upon that Houſe; and it fell not for 
it was founded on a Rock. And it is of fo 
Houſe our Saviour {peaks, when he 
fays (2) Upon this Rock I will build my 
Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not pre- 
vail againg} it. It ſhe ſtands on ſo firm 
a Foundation, it is not poſſible for her 
to fail or fall, either by the Rains of W 
Afflictions, or by the Torrents of Per- ve. 


ſetutions, r by the Winds of Hereſies; Un 


otherwiſe we muſt ſay, it was built on NW. 
a Sand and not on a Rock: And if it 1 
cannot fail, it muſt always have been 4) 
viſible. Beſides, that it would have I be 
been to no purpoſe for our Saviour to 
(i) Matth. 7. 24, 25, (2) Matth. 16. 18. 
EN Mo have 
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ſhave given this Rule tohis Faithful;(r) 


Tellit unto the Church: but if be negled to 
bear the Church, let him be unto thee as an 
Heathen Man and a Publican. For how 
can the Faithful tell or propoſe a thing 
to à Church inviſible and no where to be 
found? It ſhe wes viſible to all the Faith- 
ful, her Limits maſt have been exten» 
ded by the Apoſtles after the Aſcenſion 
of Jelus Chriſt, purſuant to thoſe Or- 
ders he gave them. (2) Go ye into all 
# be WW orld, and pr each the any to every 
Create. Waich they faithtully compli- 
ed withal, as we learn from the: fans 
Evangeliſt. (3) And they went forth. and 
preached every where, the Lord working 
withtbem, and confirming the word with 
figns following, Now ſince the Apoſtles 
carried the Faith on all ſides, and that 
the Truth was preach'd through all the 
World, the Church was certainly Uni- 


verſal, that is to ſay, Catbolick z and if 


Univerlal, ſhe was likewi e One. For 
Which Reaibn We are told (4) There 
Hall be one Fold (5) one Body; (6) one Bo+ 
dy and one Spirit. And it the Church 
be one Body and one Spirit, the ought 
k 8 % Ne . 
) tbid. 20 (4) job 10. 16. 
(5) Rom. 12. 4. (0 Ephel. 4. 4. 
2 | | to 
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live for ever, whereas the Church was 
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likewileto! have'theirs. From whence 
it follows, that this continual Sueceſſion 


W (1) Jobw' 4. 42. (2) John 21. 16. 16. 17. 


11 10 To 
to ha ve one Head, and therefore: jt-wagſthe 
fit, that jeſus Chriſt, when he aſcendedſibec 


to Heaven, ſhould leave ſome one of his not 
| Apoſtles, to be the viſible Head of this 


Church. And who was this, but St. Pe. 
ter to whom our Saviour ſaid (17 Thou 
art Simon the Sou of Jona: Thou ſhalt be 
call d Cenbas, which is by Interpretation, a 
Rock: And afterwards (2) Fed my Lambs; 
Feed my Sheep : And in another place 
(3 And I ſay alſo unto thee, that thou art 
Peter, and upon this Rock Iwill build 'my 
church. And I will give unto thee the Il ur 
Keys of the Kirgdom of Heaven. Peter IIb. 
therefore was conſtituted the Head of 
the viſible Church founded by Jeſus 


to continue to the World's end, accor- 
ding to that Promiſe of our Sa viourʒ (4) 
Behold I am with you all days, even unto the 
end of the World; he was to have Succeſ- 
ſors in his unlimited paſtoral Care and 
in Chriſtian Doctrine; and theſe were 


of Paſtors and Doctrine is annex d to 


(3): Matth. 16, 18. 19. (4) Matth. 2. 
(op Ws the 


141 


EST” - 
agthe true Church of Jeſus Chriſt. But 
edflbecaulſe Peter and his Succeſſors could 
not preach in Perſon to all the World, 
his they were to have fellow Labourers in 
Pe. Ithis ſacred Miniſtry ; for which Reaſon 
ou Chriſt (1) gave to his Church ſome 
be Apoſtles; and ſome Prophets; and ſome E- 
vangeliſts ; and ſome, Paſtors and Teachers; 
for the perfecting of theSaints, for the work 
of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the body 
of Chriſt ʒtill we come in the unity of the 

Faith; unto a perfect Man, unto the mea. 
>M/ure of the Stature of the funleſs of Chriſt, 
ter ¶ That we benceforth be no moreChildrentoſs'd 
of to and fro, and carried about with every 


Wcunnng craftines, whereby they lie in wait 
Ito deceive. Infine, ſince Teſus Chriſt has 
all'd us to his Church for that ſameEnd, 
which St. Paul recommends to us in the 
ſame Chapter (2) Put on the new Man, 
which after God is created in 17 mers 
and true holineſs, the Church of Jeſus 

Chriſt muſt be Holy, that is to ſay, ſhe 
muſt, by her Doctrine, encourage Hol1- 
nels and among her Children have ſome 
at leaſt remarkable for Holineſs, But 
vhere ſhall we find this Church foun- 


— 


— 


(1) Epheſ. 4. 31, 12, 13, 14. (2) Ibid. 24. 
| | © tg ded 
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wind of Doctrine, by the ſlight of Men, and | 
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ed by our Saviour, and by his Apoſtle 
ſpread over all the World, if it be noi +; 
the Roman Catholick ? For this it was 
that the Holy Apoſtles Peter and Paul 
Founded and enlarg'd at Rome. The 
Faith of Rome was the ſame with that of 
the Apoſtles, and of St. Paul in particu 
lar, who writing to the Romans (1 
fays that their Faith was his: Therefore 
ſhe was Apoſtolical. This. fame Faith 
as he teſtifies in the ſame Chapter (2 
Was preach'd throughout the World 
therefore ſhe was Catholick or Univerſal 
dhe was built upon a Rock, therefor, 
ſhe cannot fail: She has always bee 
and is to this Day viſible. All Natio 
upon leaving Paganiſm came into he 
Pale. Tis ſhe, that has had a continul ob 
al Succeſſion of chief Paſtors from St. EI 4 
er to Clement XI. the preſent Pope. II Iy 
all Parts of the Earth ſhe holds exact Ca 
the ſame Rule of Faith, therefore ſhe i cal 
one. Se has had an infinite Number off fto 
Saints of both Sexes, of Martyrs. lf to 
Confeſſors and of Virgins. She teacheſ th: 
her Children the way of Holineſs, to ff nu 
from Evil, and to do Good, ſhe is there De 


fore Holy; by conſequence ſhe inherit wi 
| Ino 


4 ——_ 


li) Kom. 1. i222. (02) Ibid. 8. ; 60 
F ; the 4 * 


the true Faith, and Religion, and'is the | 
true Church of eius Chriſt ; if ſhe isthe | 
true, I infer ne is the only Church, 
and that no other has a Title to our O- 
bedience. _ dad 

| Conſideration RXXYTI. 

Let it farther be conſider d that all the 
Religions that are at Variance with the 
Roman Catholick, in general and in 
particular, arelikewiſe, as to Doctrine 
and Points of Faith, at Variance among 
themfelves. They cannot then be one 
Church. They were not preach'd by 
the Apoſtles, but were trump'd up a 
great many Ages after them; therefore 
they are e e They have not 
obtain'd over all the World, but only in 
a few Provinces, and thoſe in Europe on- 
ly ; they cannot therefore paſs for tne 
Catholick or Univerſal Church: They 
cannot trace the Succeſſion of their Pa- 
ſtors and their Doctrine any higher, than 
to Luther and Calvin; by conſequence 
they have not from the Apoſtles a conti- 
nual Succeſſion of their Miniſtry or their 
Doctrine. They cannot name one Saint, 
who has been their Follower: They do 
not teach us to fly from Evil, and to do 


Good; but, on the contrary, they main- 


% 
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tain, that this is impoſſible and nothin 
to the purpoſe. How then can they be tr 
reputed a. Holy Church? And ſince they fÞ . 
have none of the Marks of the true 
Church of Chriſt, it follows, that all of 
them in general and in particular are to , 
be rejected: N 9 e 
Conſideration XXXIX. \ 
It often happens, chat in Diſputes he- + 
tween Roman Catholicks and their Ad- Ic. 
verſaries, the Queſtion is not concerning | + 
the Text of 'Scripture, that is to ſay, ſl ( 
whether the Book, out of which the +] 
Text is taken, be Canonical; or whe- t 
ther the Tranſlation be good and faith-M 7 
ful; but only concerning the true Senſe t; 
and Meaning of the Text. The Roman ſl o 
Catholicks own it their Obligation to a 
expound the Scripture according to the ir 
Senſe of the Primitive Church, and of d 
the ancient Fathers. The Proteſtants | a 
forge new Interpretations, not only n 
contrary to that of the Primitive Church o 
and of the ancient Holy Fathers, but al- x 
ſo contrary to each other, according as fc 
their private Spirit directs them. And I 
in Caſes of this Nature I have often been tl 
at a ſtand, and doubted for ſome time R 
a#h:ch of theſe Expoſitions and Interpre- e 
Hs tatiom b 


e 
tations it were beſt to follow. But upon 
mature Deliberation, my Reaſon dic- 
tated, that the Expoſition of the Ro- 
man Catholicks deſerved the Preference, 
as being more agreeable to that of the 
whole Primitive Church and of the an- 
cient Holy Fathers; firſt, becauſe no 
Man can doubt, but the univerſal Au- 
thority of the whole Primitive Church 
carries greater Weight than the Authori- 


ty of a few Particulars, and of a later 


Date; ſecondly, becauſe the Holy Fa- 
thers, for Sanctity, for Solidity of Doc- 
trine, and for Diligence in ſeeking after 
Truth, were beyond Compariſon, more 
to be admired than the volatil Wits of 
our Innovatore, who thro' Want of 
an extenſive Knowledge, and purely to 
indulge their Paſſions, have ſtrangelß 
disfigured the Church of God. Over ' 
and above that, theſe Holy Fathers live. 

nearer to the Days of the Apoſtles, ſome 
of them having been their Contempora- 
ries, or at leaſt their immediate Succeſ- 


fors'; ſo that they had certainly greater 
Lights toward a right Underſtanding of 
the Holy Scriptures than the pretended 
Reformers of our Days can boaſt of, who 
come ſo many Ages after them. Laſtly, 
becauſe the r er of the Holy 

nt $3. 3 a 


Fathers 
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| Fathers was antecedent to the Diſputes, 
F which have of late been ſet on foot be- 
| tween Catholicks and Prat ants Mr 
that their Judgments were no ways bi- 
aſs'd by Intereſt or by Paſhon. Where- 

' as the Sectaries of our Days being pre- 
poſſeſs'd in Favour of one Side of the 
& Controverſy, endeavour to turn, or to 
{peak more properly, to torture the 
Scriptures to their private Sentiments, 
& inſtead of ſquaring their Sentiments to 
the Scriptures, HB oat amt 


Conſideration X.. 

But to ſet the Matter in its cleareſt 
Light, let us come to an Example. 
Theſe Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
| Hoc ef Corpus meum, This is my Body, the I th 
| Roman Catholicks underftand in their e 
proper and literal Senſe, becauſe: they P. 
were never otherwiſe underſtood. by the he 
ancient Fathers or the Catholick Church, | © 
The Proteſtants will not allow:of this || © 
| Senſe. But then the Lutherans under - 5 
K 

0 

1 

( 


Rand. them one Way, and the Calvixiſin 
another; and again, the Zuinglians one 
Way, and the Arians another. And 
each of theſe hath no other Rule for 
his Interpretation thanthe Dictate of his 
private Spirit. To W oy 
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heſe private Spirits could I moſt ſecure- 
ly adhere ?' Or which of their Interpre- 
tations was I bonnd to receive ? As I 
could not find that any of them had a. 
e better Reaſon than the reſt, to ſupport: 
e- Inis Senſe, I judg'd it impoſſihle to make 
je a Choice. For Truth, what ſoever its 
o Object be, is One, whereas Fal ſhobd 
e wears ſeveral Masks, and holds no 
s, Intelligence with Sincerity. To my 
o thinking therefore it was much the beſt 
I do follow in this Point the Doctrine of 
I the Catholick Chureh, becauſe it offer d 


Conſideration XLI. | 
For the more perfect Diſcovery of 
the Truth I as after, I refolved.to 
read the moſt celebrated Authors of both 
Parties, that F might be able to judge 
how far their Doctrine agreed with that 
of the Holy Fathers of the Primitive 
Church, and whether in all Points they 
agreed among themſelves. And there-- 
fore it was that T peruſed a great ma- 
1 Books written by Roman Catholicks 
of divers Nations, as well Spaniards, 
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Italians, -Flandrians, and Engliſh, as 
Germans, Polanders and Hungarians ;. * 
and the Iſſue of this Enquiry was, that 
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I found a perfect Harmony among them 


as to Points of Faith; and their Defe- 
rence to the ancient Fathers. It was 
Matter of Admiration to me, that their 
choolmen, who widely differ'd in Opi- 
nion as to other Subjects, ſhould all as 
with one Voice profeſs, maintain and 


td each the very ſame as to what concerns 


the Articles of Faith. I obſerved the 


like in the Writings of the ancient Holy 


Fathers, tho' they lived and writ in 
Times and Places very diſtant from one 
another, as Ignatius and Chryſoftome at 


Antioch, At hanaſtus and Teleſphorus at 


Alexandria, Macarius and Cyril at Feru- 


ſalem, Proclus at Conſtantinople, Gregory 
and Baſil in Cappadocia, Fuſtin at Athens, 


Dennis at Corinth, Ephrom in Syria, Cy: 
2 Optatus and Auguſtin in Africk, 
pip banius in Cyprus, Ambroſe in Ttaly, 


Irenaus in France, Oroſius and Iſidore in 


Spain, Bede in England, &c. But when 
Icame to confront the Writings of our 
new Reformers with the Doctrine of the 
ancient Fathers, I found them as oppo- 


| tte as Eaſt and Weſt. In the next Place 


I examined what Harmony theſe Prote- 
Kant Writers kept among themſelves, 


but I clearly diſcover'd they were migh- 
ly at Jars, about Points of Faith, Tis 


not 
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not only the Lutherans that quarrel with 
the Calviniſts; and the Calviuiſts with 
the Lutberans; and both of them with 
the Puritans, Arians and Anabaptiſts; but 
even thoſe of the ſame Cloth, are ſtrange- 
ly at Variance about their Faith. The 
rigid Calvinifts are of one Fader 42 
and the more moderate of another. 
The Remonſtrants teach one thing, and 


the Anti- remonſtrants teach the contra- 


ry. The Puritans, maintain and teach 
what the Presbyterians will not allow. 
And as for the Lut heraus, ſome things 
are held to be of Faith at Mirtemberg, o- 
thers at Lauts berg, others in Sweden, 
others in Hungary others in Brandenburg, 
and others in England. - Beſides that the 
Lutherans follow, in the Age we now 
live in, a Doctrine, they were ſtrangers 
to in the foregoing Age. They taught 
and believ'd one thing at the beginning 
of Latheraniſm, and another thing in its 
Progreſs. What Account then ſhould F 
be os to give at the laſt Day; if to ſo 
many great Lights of the Church, I pre- 
ferr d a Handful of inconſiderable Men, 
who have neither their Learning nor 


their Virtue, and are over and above ſo 


divided among themſelves? I therefore 
judg'd it beſt, to ſet theſe all aſide, and 


1 * — 


k 7 1 
Conſiders tion XLII. 


But, tho the Holy Fathers had been. 


all filent, the v ery Stones and Remnants 
of Antiquity ſpo 


Catholick Faith, For upon taking into 


Conſideration the old Churches, the 


Elections of Kings and Emperors and 


the Ceremonies uſed at their Corona» 


tion, the ancient Statutes of Cæſars, and 
of Monarchs, the Laws and Cuſtomis of 


the moſt ancient Univerſities; the Con- 
verſion of Nations to the Faĩth of Chriſt; 
dhe Inſcriptions cut in Marble, the Hi - 
Fories and Annals of all Ag es. ſince the 
Birth of our Redeemer; 5 the memo 
rable Facts that have happen d ſince the 
firſt Promulgation of theChriſtian Faith, 
the Journals and 27 — wherein are 


mark d the illuſtrious Actions of the 
Saints, and the moſt ſolemn Days of the 
Year, which are {till in Uſe among the 


Proteſtants themſelves, as the Sundays 
call'd, Q. Onadrage ſima, uinquageſima, S. 


05 a, Septuageſ ma, aſter, V1 Dua modo, 


aſe. Cantate, Rogate, &c. All theſe 


things gave me clearly to underſtand, 
char no other Religion beſide the Ro- 
man C atholick was ever _— "PIR. 


eto me, atteſted and 
recommended the Truth of the Roman 
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„ 
in the Chriſtian World, So that I hadꝰ 
convincing Reaſons, not to ſeparate from- 
Antiquity, nor to adhere to any of theſe 
Novelties, that bear ſo freſh Date. 
Conſideration XLIII. 


For. near the ſpace of ſeventeen. hun-- 1 
dred Years the Roman Catholick Church 
has been attack d by Pagens and Gentiles, 
by cruel Tyrants, by Mabometans, by 
Schiſmaticks and innumerable Hereſies, 
without being. worſted; and to this Day 
ſhe defends herſelf couragiouſſy and in- 
vincibly, in a vifible and flouriſhingCon- 
dition. Nay ſhe 3s daily on the Increaſe, 
and extends her Limits wider and wider... 
On the contrary, ſo many Hereſies; and 
of ſo many difterentſorts,which appear d 
formidable for Strength and Power, and. 
ſpread like ſo many rapid Torrents, have 
peri{h'd, diſappear'd and quite vaniſh's 1 
away. As for Inſtance, the Hereſies of the 
Manic hee, the Donati ſts, the Pelagians, the 
Tconoclaſts, and a great many more. Now | } 
what can I infer from hence, but that 
the Roman Catholick Church was bnilt * 
by Jeſus Chriſt upon a Rock, and that it: 

was of Her our Saviour propheſied, when 


he ſaid (10 The Gates of Hell ſhall not pre- 
e ee e — — — 
) St. Matth. 16. 18. 
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vail againſt it: But that all the Sects have 
by Men been built upon a Sand, that the 

ain has fall'n, the Rivers have over- 
flow 'd, and the Winds have riſen, that 
they came upon thoſesects and overturn d 
them, and made ſtrange Havock, And 1 


may add, that they deſtroy'd themſelves, 
and that thoſe of later Growth will in 
Time meet with the ſame Fate, accord- 
ing to that Principle of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, (1) Every Plant, which my beavenly 
Father hath not planted ſhall be rooted up. 


For theſe Reaſons I choſe rather to take. 


ſhelter in the Houle which was built up- 
on a Rock, than in that which was built 
on the Sand, and threatned me with its 
approaching Ruin. 


Conſideration XLIY. 


I havefrequently with greatAttention 
view'd the Libraries both of Catholicks 


| andProteſtants:and in thoſe of the Catho- 
* Jicksremark'd three ſorts of Books placed 


into many Cells or Claſſes of a conſidera- 
ble Length, of which Books I could not 
find the leaſt Appearance in the Libraries 
of the Proteſtants. The firſt Claſs of 


| theſe Catholicks Books had for its Title, 
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The Lives of Saints. Great Numbers there 
were of them, of every State; among 
the reſt an Infinity of Holy Virgins ; 
there were alſo the Hiſtories of Holy 
Widows, Biſhops, Hermits, Religions 
of both Sexes, Martyrs, Apoſtolical Men, 
Saintly Kings, and other Holy Confeſ- 
ſors , whoſe Lives contain'd their ad- 
mirable and heroick Virtues, their Inno- 
cence and godly 'Converſ: 

Piety towards God, and Charity towards 
their Neighbours, and all the Perfections 
of a Chriſtian Life. I thought,and thought 

again of what I ſaw, and my Reaſon 
told me, that that muſt certainly be the 
true Religion, which abounded with fo 
many virtuous Perſons: For we are told 
(1) That « i” Tree cannot bring forth 
good Fruit --- Wherefore by their Fruits ye 


ſhall know them. Now all theſe virtuous 


Perſons, ſaid Ito my ſelf, lived and di- 
ed in the Roman Catholick Faith; what 
then can J infer, but that this is the true 
Faith ? eee 
The ſecond Claſs of theſe Books were 
what the Roman Catholicks call Spiritual 
Books, which abounded with ſolid Do- 
ctrine concerning the Exerciſe of Virtue 


— 


(1) S. Match. 7. 18. 20 
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and of Chriſtian Perfection. They 
ed of the Imitation of jeſus Ct, ot 
the contempt and vanity of the World; 
of the Love of God and our Neighbour;. 
of loving our Enemies and pardoning 
Injuries ; of 1 of Heart; of per- 
fect Chaſtity nl age elical Purity oth 
of Body 103 Sou Conformity to the 
Will of God; of Meditation on the four 
laſt Things; of the Enormity of Sin; 
and of the Prattice of Devotion, and of 
all other Virtnes. 

I he third Chiſthad ſbrits Title o, al 
Drvines,who treated at large of theDeca- the 
ue and Divine Laws, of the Reſtitution I qu 

of ill-gotten Goods, of. the Reparation of || Pr. 
Phd done to a. Neighbour, of the] Sie 
Uſe of the Sacraments,and the Requiſites dat 
to 4 due Adminiſtration of them; infine, I t. 


of all Things belanf Ring to the Direction wi 
of Confciences-- to 
As to the Libraries of Proteſtants, I fre 
met with nothing of this Nature in their # 
Books. NoLives of their Saints, becauſe ip 
of 
Ar 
E. 


no Saints in their Communion : No Spi- 
vil ua! Books, becauſe their Books have 
nothing conducive to Chriftian Perfe- b 
. Fton ; nay, they are Strangers to the] 1 
—— | 
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rery Name. No 1 8 Th of Jeſus Chriſt, 


or they 4 ming. ble 
goodWorks, 


dge 
NoExercifs e of 22 nor 6 = 
hich they think — for the | 


Co Salvution. Nothing of Cha- 
ity, nor of Conſeience; the very Name 
is hateful to Nothing of doing 
Prmanice; Ke erden to them, there 
ä gees no more td the gaming of Heaven, | 
n; than the believing that" our Saviour has. 
ſatisfy d his heavenly Father for ourSins, 
Nothing, infine; of Moral Divinity, for 
al they hold that [it in not poſſible to keep 
a- the Conmanditievits, that-all Sins are e- 
JI qually enormous, that the Sins of the 
Predeſtinate are not reputed Sins in the 
Sight of God, and that no Man fhall be: 
damm d, ſave only for the Sin of Inſideli - 
ty mi add 4 55 more Particulars, 
which Ffeſh and Blend have. fuggeſted 
to them; and” which never deſcended 
. Tf from the Father of Light ; fo that they 
eit | anrmot be improvd into Principles of a2 
iſe] ſpiritual Life; but, on the contrary, are 
pi- the Sources f an animal and hrutiſh Life, 

vel of a generak depravat ion of Manier, 
fe · and ſo many Inlets to the- very worſt 
the 0 .of Libertiaiſm. and. Concupi- 
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I likewiſe ſet their Convent os it 
- Saget in which the Confeſſions of 
Augsbourg, Swizzerland, GenevaandEng- 
land were firſt minted) againſt the an- 
cient general Councils of the Roman 
Catholick Church. Rut what 'COMPAT1- 
ſon could there be — Light and 
Darkneſs? The Cuſtom of the 2 —— 
Catholick Church is to invite to a gene- 
ral Council the Bi rom all Parts of 
the World, the maſt learned Divines of 
every Nation, the Embaſſadors of Em- 
perors and Kings,; where Matters are 
diſcuſſed with the greateſt Exactneſs and 
Deliberation, Decrees drawn up by una- 
nimous Conſent upon the Poiiits in 
Queſtion, and theſe univerſally accept- 
ed by the Faithful. The Comnctla too, 
are held for a conſiderable Time, now 
and then for ſeveral Years, to the end 
that Matters may be more thoroughly 
examin'd and ſet in their cleareſt Light; 
and by this Means be ſo well fix'd, as 
never after to be call'd in Queſtion. But 
what can be ſaid for thoſe Aſſemblies 
of the adverſe Party, tor inſtance, "cha 
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that of Augsbeurg. (1) which gave Birth 
to the Confeſſion of that Name ? The 
Compilers of it were a {mall Parcel of 
Men, that had ſcarcely a Tincture of 
Divinity;they ſet about it with precipi- 


tation; and finiſhed it in haſte, and in 


a publick Ale-houſe too. A few Ger- 
maus were all that Aſſiſted at it, without 
the Concurrence of any ſingle Man from 
other Nat ions, Perſons already ſower'd 
with Prejudices, ſwell'd with Pride, and 
abandon'd to a ſenſual and voluptuous 
Life. Few Towns and Princes receiv'd 


it, the greateſt Part rejected it; and it 
has ſeveral Times been alter'd and re- 


form'd. When I had well confider'd how 
Things went en both Sides, I thought it 


a neceſſary Piece of Prudence; as ta the 


Regulating of my Faith, rather to follow 


the Judgment ofCatholick Councils, than 


the haſty Reſolutions of ſuch tumultuous 


| eme B40 444 3 a Ind 5 
The Conſcience of Catholicks and 
that of Proteſtants were the Subject of 
this Conſideration © 
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Conference is an Act of the Under= + I 
Kanding or Reaſon, which dictates to Pou- 
us that 4 Thing is lawtul or unlawful, 
and by conſequence, that it is to be 
done or left —— — 80 that Conſcience ona 
is the immediate and neareſt Rule of our 7. 
Wilh. Let us then conſider thoſe Rules, 
which. are recommended by Catholicks Prac 


on the one Hand, and "Oy Proteſtants on] 8. 


N other. 


| The Catholicks give theſe, 


1. Tis our Obligation to avoid Sin of 
be kind ſoever it be; and God has 
left it in the Power of Man 8 Free-Will, A 


ke 
hat 


2. Every mortal Sin den everla- e fs 
ſting Torment; and any one Sin of this z. 
kin is enough to damn us. 1125 15 
3. A Sin ought not to be committed 4. 
upon any Account: Inſomuch that ith M 
were better a thouſand. Times to die, I 5. 
than t to On new n were it never ſo nn l 


muſt giv . to lan 
G40 of 2 leaſt Sin, . it be but lives 
an idle Word. om oo 2 


5. A Sin of Injuſtice is zneapable o 7 
Far on, unleſs „ be Wr » in. 


L 7 9 3” 
It leaſt intended, petooding:/ 6 eur 
to LOWET 21 e BY 37721! Wor er 9fm's 11377 F 
U, 16. After the Commiſſinn of a mortal 
be in, nothing remains but eiter Hell or! J 
enancde. 
7. Every good Aci of — 5 . 
rden merits Glory: and orphan 
racerwith'its. Wereaſe.. it; ett R 1911 . 
8. All our Morta--Sms: muſt be con- 

00 to à Prieft, who has TOwer to _ 
nd to abfolve us. I th 
"Therccare, -thainyitether: Rubes of thei 
ke Nature. Eat us now conſider: thoſe- 
f hat ariſe from Proteſtant Doctrine. 
1. Thed Commandments of God are 
mpoſh ble. *No-Majican Ree 5h em- 
2. Exexx one 98 lieve th 
| e 1s:Predeſtini&:te be faved- 415i Ina nr 
3. God imputes no ln tn ſuch Gelbe 
is ſpeci ab Faith. ATION I ep 2 75 
"I NoSm „but thatof Infidelity; dane 

+ N Seen f ar 10 
F. Good: Works an hot me eee 
the Sight of God, of. enn Lifgb it cry 
6. There ge ho need of pur doing P? 
e ſor aur Sins, *. Jeſus: Chriſt 
bei by his BO and Death has ah 
sfien ton unt 10 90 f 0 ist 201 1% 
J. Its ih Of Power to-avoitl 
Witt oy iii M Shodt yd e335 
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18e he 
8. None is obliged to confeſs his Sinstwc 
Faith alone is ſufficient to ſave us, & Yet 
Let any Man now judge what Con. Po 
ſcience he is likely to frame out of theſ$11n 
Principles, toward ſhunning ot Evil, andfanc 
doing good. Whereas the Rules'drawnſſioe 
from the Catholick Doctrine have no Fol 
ther Aim, and are evidently deſign'd foſſwh 
Practice. Upon the Compariſon I wag 
fully. convinc'd; that for the Safety olf ſut 
myConſcience, it would be beſt to fol o 
low the Rules of Catholicks, and to be 
. Ware of thoſe ) Proteftants. Li 25 


OD Or eos do 
Conſideration XLVII. - Div 


Nothing ſo much diſpleaſed me in the tri 

Minifters, as their continual declaimingg 
in all their Sermons againſt 'the/CathoJ : 
Hecks, and eſpecially: their ſcoffing af 
Rites and Ceremonies, while they wil 
tally diſſemble thoſe Points, which are 
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of the greateſt Importance in their o.] 
Religion, and herein the People's Saly 48 


vation is / d&6ply - Cahcetn'd;: Aspthaty'an 

they are not 'Teally "Prieſts; ſince! theyſ ef. 
have not the Power to conſecrate the | 
Zacharift, nor to forgive Sins, Which . 
is yet the main Office of Prieftly Dig #5: 
nity, So that the People areſhamfully] 7 
deceived by theſe Miniſters, who _ IJ 
r | then 


hem believe they receive under the 
dinelltwo) Species the Body and Blood of 
Geefus Chriſt, when for want of Prieſtlix 
"on Power in their Preachers, they receive 
heſchhim not under either, but barely Bread 
anddand Wine. without any Addition what - 
awilſoever. Fhey likewife perſwade their 
o O ohowers that they teach nothing, but 
4towhat the Primitive Church and the Holy 
wall Fathers held and taught, which is abſo- 
y off ſutely falſe, as they (19 know in their 
fol own. Conſciences. (2) They dont teach 
ell them to fly Sin, nor to do Penance for 
the: Sins they have committed; neither 
do they exhort them to well- doing or to 
live in a Chriſtian Conformity tothe Doc- 
trine and Example of our Bleſſed Saviour. 
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5 af In my Converſation with Catholicks, 
wil I obſerved their Judgment as to bad and 
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own (1) Loches de. Serv. Arbitr. fon. 2. fol. 438, 
dal 480. In cap. 21. Geneſ. tom. 6. fol. 254. Cont. Reg. 
that Angl. cn. 2. fol. 244+ 347. Zuinglius Dee lar. de 
hey Pee. Originali. Calvin. Trac. de Reform, Ec- 

oth eleſ. Opuſe.'pag. 11. 5 
(2) A Perſon of our Author's Tears and good 
nic Lenſe would never have charged theſs Defeits on 
Mgt the Miniſters in Germany, had be not known them 
ai 7008 EXP 1 11120 1) oy lo 


= n they locke dmpoif dul 
1all:thofe àsrfuch chat greglected- God Fo 
Commandments, chat took na Oare t] Pri 
do good: Works; :'that'/ declinid Conte 
Wa that ſeldom aſſiſted at the Hol; 
Mats, or approach'd to the 3 
of Henance ht: ran in puyfuitof ſenſi 
MPleaſures, thatobferved not the Days ſi 
apart for Fuſting, Sc. Then L caſt im 
Eyes an the Proteſtants, and found, that 
all theſe Things apart, -Perſons mightſ] the 
[have the Reputation of pious and fer-] Re 

went) Fruteſtants; I inferr d, that bal 
Citholichotherctore were at leaſt ase FOOL 
as ithe beſt Proteftants;' and Iwasicon 
rmid in my Opinion of what I had:for 
_ .merlydearned, uia. that a bad Catholick 
makes an excellent Lutheran; a bad Lu 
theran Halbes an exceBent Calviniſt; > 2 
bad Calxyinift makes, an excellent Arian 
and a bad Arian makes an.excellent Ma- 
el . E052 
-\ Canſideras jon. RING ( * 

Af NUTT SENSED. 1 | 

w hat yet forwarded my Gomverſion G 
was the Remark 1 made, that nol te- 
Catholick ever turn d Proteſtant inorderf of 
to reform his Manners and to live a bet- — 
ter Life. but meerly out of a Love for} | 
worldly * and that he 1 1 

| alge 
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Prieſt Apoſtatize, that did not make it 
his firft Care to procure a Wife. On 


all the other ſide I obſerved, that thoſe, 


ho from Proteſtants return d tothe Ro- 


ul man Catholick Faith, became Devout 


and Fervent, Zealous and Exemplary, 


mand that very many of them renounc- 


ed the World, on purpoſe to dedicate 


Religious State. Even (1) ſo everyigood 
Tree bringeth forth good Fruit: But a por- 
rupt Tree bringeth forth evil Fruit. 

It ikewiſe ſeem' d wery ſtrange, that 
notwithſtanding ſo many Texts of Seri 
ture concerning the Neceihty and A 
vantage of Charity, Hope, Fear of God, 
Alms and of other good Works, the Pro- 
teſtants yet ſhould teach that Faith alone 
is ſufficient to {ave us, tho they meet 
with no ſuch Thing in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. For as we find this Encomium 
of Faith, (2) that Abraham believed in 
God, and it was counted unto him for Righ- 


themſelves entirely to God in ſome 


dulge bis Paſſions without conftraint. - Þ 
For I never ſaw any Religious Man or 
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teouſneſs; ſo we read in commendation ! 
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of Hope. (3) Great Piagnes remain for the 


(1) St. Mat. 7. 17. (a2) Rom. 4. „ 5 
(3) Pſal. 32. 11. Ma 
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I | 
an But vho ſo put teth bis Truſt i in the 
Lord, mercy embraceth him on every Side. (I) 
Thon that art the 27 ou 5.25 them which put 
their truſt in thee. ope maketh not ¶ qui 
2 d. (30% — —. Man that bath N cifi 
this Hope in him, i bimſelf, even as ( 
be i {=> pt 18250 and 
. a ) Her Sins, which are na- Nas) 
nyare forgiven for ſbe loved much. (5) For cles 
Charity ſhall cover the multitude of Sins. ( 
Of the Obſervance of God's Com- ye 
1 If thou wilt enter into Life Me 
keep the Commandments. wil 
Of other good Works, ()) If thou doſt 1 
well, ſhall thou not be — (8) All Nwa 
that ure in the Graves hall come ort h, thc 
they that have done good, unto the eſur- tha 
redtion of Life(9)Come ye bleſſed of my Fa- Nyet 
ther, inherit the Kingdom prepared or you no! 
from the Foundation of the World. For I was Itea 
Hungry and ye gave me Meat: Twas Thirfly Brit 
and ye gave me Drink: I was a Stranger, 

and ye took me in, Kc. 
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0 (1 pföl. > 1, (2) Rom. 5. g. : 
\(3) 1 John 3. 3. (4) Sr. Luke 7. 47. 
K = 1 Pet. 4. 8, Ro... () {73 Matth. 19. 17. 
() Gen. 4. 7. (8) Sr. John 5. 29. 


(9) St. N 25. 343 353 36. 


C 85 J. 


be Of e (1) Except ye do Times] 


1) ye ſhall all likewiſe Periſh. 
ut | Of Mercy, (2) By mercy and truth li- 
ot N quit y 1 (3 Bleſſed are the mer- 
th ciful : For they ſhall obtain mercy. _ 
4 Of Alms, 2 ) they deliver from all Sin 
and Death. (5 8 Give Alms of fuch Things 
a- Nas you bave: And behold, all Things are 
or clean unto: on. 

Of pardoning Injuries, / 6 ) Forgiue and 
n- ye ſhall be forgiven. (7) For if ye forgive 
fe ¶ Men their Treſpaſſes, your heavenly Father 
vill alſo forgive jou. 
of | I therefore concluded, my ſafeſt Way 
al was to embrace the Doctrine of the Ca- 
th, tholick Church, which teaches indeed 


r- that Faith is neceſſary to Salvation, but 
Fa- yet excludes not Hope, nor, Charity, 


you nor other good Works. For, as St. Paul 
pas Iteaches, (8) Nom abideth Faith, Hope, Cha- 
it), theſe three (Virtues | but the ie, 
of theſe is Charity. (9) And tho” I have 
all Faith a fe ſo that I could remove 
Mountains, and have no Charity, I am No- 


thing, N ow if all * Truths be u de 


— 1 rn 


E 6 St. Luke 12-8 WE 1 | 29 8 16. 6. 

7. 1 (30 St. Matth. 5. 7. (4 Tob. 4 11. 
(5) St. Luke 11. 41. a (6) St. Luke 6. 37. 
(7) St. Matth. 6. 14. (8) 1 Cor. 18. 


Of ( 9) Ibid, 2. 
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[ 86 J 5 
ſtionable, as all muſt own they are, i ſhc 
follows, that Faith alone will never bring 4 
me to Salvation. By Conſequence, tis U 
falſe to ſay, that all other good Works 
are of no Advantage towards this great by 
End; and a more horrible Miſtake yet 

to ſay ey are all Sins, and therefore not 
only uſeleſs to the Buſineſs of Salvation, 
but ſo many Steps towards everlaſting 
Miſery and Damnation. (i777 


Conſideration L. 


I obſerved how ſeveral Proteſtants, 
who had ſeem d for many Years to be 
Hxt in their Perſwaſion, were converted 
toward the End of their Days, and deſi. 
red to die in tie Roman Catholick Faith 
But never did I meet with any Catho- 
lick, that wiſh'd to die in any other Re- 
ligion. Now tis chiefly at the Hour o 
Death that the Soul opens its Eyes into 
a clearer Proſpect of things Eternal. For 
my own Part, I intended to live, as! 


OH GE 


(i) Luther de Serv. Arbitr. tom. 2. fol. 452.5 
pij bonum operarentur propter regnum obtipen 
dum nurquam obtinerent. In cap. 2. ad Gal, ton 
5. fel. 232, Omnia opera, etiam ſacratiſſimæ L: 
gis Dei adeo non p zſtirt Juſtitiam, ut etia' 
_Peczati fant, & hominem -pejorem faciant coran 
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ſhould wiſh to die. And for that Reaſo 
Icame to a Reſolution to embrace imme - 
diately the Catholick Faith; becauſe 

Death is as certain, as its Hour is uncer- 
tain. Beſides, that the Catholicks, to 
whom I ſpoke concerning my Conver- 
fion, aſſured me, that if I were tobedam- 
ned for embracing the Catholick Faith, 
they were ready to anſwer for me at the 

Day of Judgment, and totake my Dam- 
nation upon themſelves : An Aſſurance, 
I could never extort from the Miniſters 
of any Se&, in Caſe I ſhould live and 
die in their Religion. Whence I inferr d 
that the Roman Catholick Faith was 
built upon a better Foundation, than 
any of thoſe Sects that have divided 
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The Concluſion : Or a Review of the 
F Motives, and Reaſons, why. the 
Roman Catholick Faith ought to be 
_ Choſen and embrac'd preferably to 
All other Religions this Day in Chri- 

 Sfeudom. 115 415 242 
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Hink not, my dear Friends, that I 

1 raſhly and inconſiderately aban- 
don'd the Errors of your Party, to 
embrace the Roman Catholick Faith, 
out of any Proſpect of Worldly Advan- 
tage. No, it was purely out of a Concern 
for my Salvation, and after mature Deli- 
beration, that I did it, as you may judge 
from theſe Motives, which I ſhall ſum 


up in a few Words. 


1. You Lutherans and Calviniſts pre- 
tend to eſtabliſh an Evangelical State. 


This ſeems to me as impoſſible, as for the 


Eaſt and Weſt Winds to blow from the 
ſame Quarter. For ſo long as you hold 
feveral Articles of Faith directly op- 
E polite to one another, I ſhall ag 

= able 
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able to comprehend, how the jarring 4 
Doctrine of your two Religions can hold 
be Intelligence with the Goſpel. Things 
+, | different. from each other, can never 
{quare with any Third; as we learn from 
the Dictates of common Senſe. . 
2. If one of theſe two Religions be 
conformahle to the Goſpel, and by con- 
ſequence Evangelical, tor Example, the 
y | Lutheran; it maſt have Arguments on 
J. Bits Side, which the Calviniſt Religion 
cannot equally make uſe of to prove it 
- I Bfelf Evangelical :- And fo on the other 
1- | Side. Now no ſuch Arguments were 
to Jever pro 'uc'd, what Reaſon then cou'd 
h, £1 have to profeſs my ſelf a Eut heran ra- 
tier than a Calvin, ; or a Calvixiſt tas 
en ther than a Lutheran; or, infine, to be - 
li- lieve the one Party more Evangelical than 


—4 
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ge the other? oat ee 
m 3. J have never been able to learn, 
upon what Account the Lutherans alone 
e- [call e eee or why the 
te. Calviniſ ſtile themſelves the ReformeZ 
e | Religion. Nor can it enter into myHead,,/ 

be wh the Anabaptiſts, the new Ariaus, 

and the Umtari.ms may not with as good 

p- J Grace aſſume to. themſelves the fime 
Apellation, For Lutherans and Calvinifts 
have nothing to ſay in their own De- 
"AY E33 
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fence, but what theſe with equal colonr 
of Reaſon will plead in Fayour of their 
Sects. As therefore no better Arguments 
appear to ſupport the Cauſe of Lutherans 
and Calviniſts, than for that of the 
Anabaptifts, the Arians and of all thoſe 
other Seas, to which Lutherans and 
Calvinifts deny the Privilege of theſe 
new -coin'd Titles; by a Parity of Rea- 
fon the Lutherans and Calviniſis deſerve 
not to be call'd Evangelical, or the Re- 
Formed Religion, either in Regard of 
the Thing, or of the Denomination. 


1 85 that I had juſt Grounds to rejec 


theſe Seas, as being all built upon weak 
Foundations, and (equally of no Ac- 
— 4,4 WES 

4. I knew for certain, as you your 
ſelves confeſs, that a great many of 
thoſe who lived and died in the Roman 


F Catholick Faith, were ſaved. Whereas 


you are wholly ignorant, whether any 
one of your Followers enjoys that State 
of Happineſs : I acted therefore the part 
of a prudent Chriſtian, when I took the 
ſureſt Way to Heaven. 

F. From hence alſo I inferr'd that the 
Roman Catholick was the true- Faith, 


b becauſe withont Faith it is impoſſible to 


4 pleaſe od. For, whoſoever is . 
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Ne God. Therefore ſince ſu many #4 
drofeſſors of the Roman Catholicx 
Faith have attained Salvation, it muſt o/ 
Neceſſity be the true and ſanctiſying 
Faith. . | $59 
6. J inferr'd again, that, if the Romani 
Catholick was the true and ſanctifying 
Faith, all the Religions muſt be falſe, 
that oppoſe it. For there is but one trie 
ſanctifying Faith, as there is but one true 


7. It is the Judgment of Proteſtants as 
well as of Catholicks, that Salvation may 
be had in the Faith of the Rman 
Church; but none beſides Proteſtants 
are of Opinion that it may be had in 
another Religion. This all Proteſtants, 
of what Denomination ſoever, affirm of 
every individual Sect; and Catholicks as 
Poſitively deny it. Now a thing agreed 
upon by two oppoſite Parties, is un- 
queſtionably more certain, than what's 
affirm'd by the one, and denied by the 1 
other. As therefore I deſir d to go upon 
the ſureſt Grounds, I acted the Part f 
a reaſonable Man in preferring the Ro- 
man Catholick Faith to all other Reli- 
SIONS... #7 Nee 1-15-35 
8. Upon conſulting what the Ho- 
ly Fathers of the Primitive Church have 
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left us in their Writings concerningFaith; 
I found they prai ed, extolled and re- 
commeęnded no other tian the Roman 
Catholick, and rejected and condemn'd 
all that ſeparated irom it, wherefore I 
refolv'd to follow their prudent: Coun- 
ſels and ſol id Sentiments. ö 
9. All the Saints we have had e 
the Infancy of the Church to theſe cur 
Days, liv'd in the Roman Cat holick Church. 
10. In Defence of the Truths depoſi 
ted with this Church, ſo many thouſands 
of Martyrs gave their Lives, and trium- 
Phed over Death, tho it attack d them 
with the ſhar peſt Torment. 
11 AV that ever fought a ainſt this 
Church in their Separation from it, as 
Arins, Pelagius, Marcion,  Macedovins, 
Mahomet, c. with their Followers, 
burn in the Everlaſting Flames of Hell. 


Luther, Calvin, and the like Innovators 
of theſe latter Days, were equally Arch- 


Heret icks. So that to take them for my 

Guides, were to run a Riſque of eternal 

Damnation.” | N 

12. The Faith of the Church of Rome, 
Fs was that of St. Paul, as this Apoſtle tells 


6 us in his Epiſtle to the Romans, cha. 1. 


2. n ay” _ id 1 A my Time 
| | JE L147 in 


be able to make it with any Peace of 
Mind. For I ould always have Reafon 


the only One, which retains the- true: | 1 
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in ſeeking any other Faith, than baer 


this great Apoſtle ?, * 
] 15 Were I not by the 8 15 Cod 


fix'd in the Faith of the Roman Catho- 
lick Church, theſe other Religions would 
ſo perplex and puzzle my Thoughts in 
making a Choice, that I ſhould never 


to doubt, which, among ſo many diffe- 


rent Religions, was the true and lancti- 


fy ing Faith. | 

14. In all other Religions, are and 
ſuch incredible Paradoxes, as can never 
be reconciled to the Principles of right 
Reaſon, This is ſhewn in the N dera 
tions, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18. 

-F9. All the Religions which now op- 
poſe the Roman Catholick, are of a new 
Invention; in ſo much that before the 
Vear 1517, they were neither held nor 
taught, nor follow'd by any Man upon- 


the whole Face of the Earth. This is | 


provd i Confiderations, 19, 20. 

21. Theſe new Religions are no other 
than ſomany unwholeſom Com olitions,. 
out of Hereſies from Time to Time con- 


demn'd by the Church of God. 


22. The Roman Catholick Church i. 18 


E 5. | MINN | L 


4 Maths of the Church af fetus Chriſt, viz. 
that She is One, Holy, Apoſtolical and Ca- 
” Tholick or Univerſal. 
2§23. Tis the only Religion, for which 
all Nations renounced, and {till in theſe 
q Jer Days renounce Paganiſm and Ido- 
| Y "A try. 
24. The Heads of theſe new Reli- 
ions were never able to,work the leaſt 
iracle in proof of their Commiſſion 
trom Almighty God, to reform ** 
Church. 
25. On the contrary, they were a 
company of Libertines, Vow-breakers, 
 Apoſtates, impious Blaſphemers and 
Men of no Account. 
26. The Adherents of theſe Religions 
have never labour d in the Converſion of 
Idola ters, but only in making Proſelytes 
of the worſt of Catholicks. 
27. In the Roman Catholick Religion 
Kt Numbers of both Sexes, of illu- 
rious Birth and of plentiful Fftatesand ; 
| F ortunes do freely conſecrate themſelves :; 
| to God's Service, and paſs their Lives 
mn voluntary Poverty, and in Angelica 
| Purity. In the other Religions we find 
none ( * diſtinguiſh'd by . — and 


Ne. ſpeaks of Germany. 
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Quality, that put Fg in enen +» 
;. | ot Miniſters; and of theſe tis a Rarityto 

find one: that embraces a Life of Conti- 
h | nency; an evident Proof, that the Ne- 
cling gaining a Livelyhood 3 is their 
only ve in taking to that State. 
Whereas in the Roman Catholick Reli- 
gion, tis a Love af God, a Concern for 
their Salvation, and a lively and true 
Faith which on ſuch Numbers of 
devout Perſons entirel 7 to devote them- 
elves to the Service of Almighty: Gd. 
a 28. Continency that — Gift of 
ts, God, is not beſtowd upon the Prote- 
10 | ftant Miniſters, as it is upon ſo many 
| religious Men and Women in the Ro- 
ns | man Catholick Religion, who by the 
of Grace of God, live not only in a State 
"* of Cont ineney, but in that a pure Vir- 
| ginity without Spot or Blemiſh. 
on! 29. Proteſtant! Writers in moſt oftheir | 
u. Arguments againſt Catholicks encounter 
nd without an Enemy, while they labour 
esto overthrou what no Rod maintains a- I 
es || Saint them. But they ſeldom taueh up- 
on any Point of Doctrine, bi f 
na! + taught by Catholicks. . Becauſe their 
nd wholeckidoingbiecr Invectives, isto create 
an Averſionito the Romans inthe Hearts 
{ .of thoſe they have Jebauch'd fromithe 
Church of Chrift e "Wi They 
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30. The Arms of Proteſtants 2 gainſt 
thi ” Catholicks are e Lan- 
guage and barefac d Lies, without any 
one ſolid Argument to ſupport the 
Charge. 

31. Neither can they . Catho- 
lick Arguments; but by ſome Evaſion 
elude the Force of — 5: and whenſoe- 
ver they are at a Plunge, their whole 
Buſineſs is to get out of the Queſtion as 


well as they can, and to leap directly 


into ſome other Point of Controverſ: 
and it is next to impolfible to Keep them 
to a Point. 

32. The Follwers of theſs new Mall 
gions interpret the Holy Scriptures as 
the freak takes them in the Head, and 
lop off from the Canon what Books 
1 pleaſe. Nay, there is not that in- 
dividual Man among them, tho he be 
never ſo great a Blunder-Head, but 
makes himſelf his own Expoſitor. Where- 
as among the Catholicks, the Canoni- 

- cal Books are every where the ſame, the 
, the ſame Senſe and 
Vein 11133} noc 

2632 Theſe new Regions are " firange- 
y divided among themſelves upon 
Points of Faith; and even thoſe of the 
Apes Stamp (the Lutberam for e 
| 0 C1 
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rg ©, 
claſh againſt one another in the Articles 
of their Belieſ, and in the ve A Cate- 
chiſms which: they teach their-Childjen, 
34. The Editions of the Augsbung 
je 1 — which the Lutherans look 
upon as the Foundation of their Reli- 
gion, vary from each other, and vexy 
widely differ from the Original. 
35. Theſe new Religions open a large 
and ſpacious Way to a general Diſſolu- 
tion of Manners, and to all the wild 
Purſuits. of Senſualiſts and ee 6 
in a flat Contradiction to gur, Bleſſed Sa- 


- 9 
4 
" SB Ss 


Heaven to be very-ſtraight.;. -- {7 
Te ATE Ren 
make their Fancy their Rule in expoun- 
ding the Holy Scriptures z they clip off 
ſeveral Words and Texts, and lengthen 
out others, and: change and falſity them 
37. They have no Succeſſion of their 4 
Dastrine, norſof their Mirüfters from 


38. Theres no Harmony among them, 
with regard io the Expoſit ion of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures. As is provd in the Covſi- 
derati ont, 38, 39, 4 2 
nt iquity, 
rate tne 

Roman 
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all ancient Writings demon 
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Roman Catholick .- FOR be the 
4 — one, Which was founded weſtabliſt e 

2 Chriſtendoom 
42. Tho the Church of Nome Nom 
her Tafavey to thefe our Days has been 
attack d by Tyrants, Idolaters, Pagans 
and Hereticks. ſhe hasalways': remain'd 
and ſtill remains invincihle, ; whereas fo 
many other Religions have periſhed and 
diſappear d. 

43. Proteſtants: teach not a Doctrine 
helpful to Perfection, or the Practice of 
Chriſtian Virtues. There's little or no 
Inſtruction to be found among them 1 
on Points of Merality, or the Obſervanc 
of God's Cemmandments. But Sy 
thing is Allowed to the Deſires and Con- 
cup! cence of:depravd Nature. 

44. The Aſſemblies of the "Gelnaries 
even thoſe-that hammer d out the Con- 
feſſions of Faith for the new Religions, 
can never be admitted into 4 Competi- 
tion for Doctrine, Sanity! or the Con- 
courſe of various - Nations} with the ge- 
neral Commeils of the Roman Catholic 

Church, nor with the Fathers who al. 

fiſted at them. a 

45. The Principles whidr Proteſtant: 

$0 upon © wed YG at the! calcalatet tor 
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the forming of a good Conſcience wor · 3 
thy of a Chriſtian, 1 LH 

185 Their Parſons have alwoſt no- 
N thing in their Mouths but Calumnies 
n contriv'd to bring the Catholick Reli- 
gion into Contempt. They varniſh o- 
ver the dan —— a — — 
Religion, and every thing that tends to 
the Perdition of thoſe _ that are 
|| guidedby them 
Ne 47. The moſt tepid and immoral Cu- 
of tholicks, are not worſe than the beſt AF 
10 and zealouſeft ofthe Proteſtants. ' © 
p- 48. No Catholicks go over to-other 
cell Religions with a Purpoſe to live more 
ry pio EF 
n. more at large 
2 49. oe in Kea Places 
es, give us plai to underſtand, chat 
n- Hope, Charity, Penance, Alms and o- 
ns, ther Works or Mercy, are meritorious. 
till of Eternal Lie: Which eur pretended 
n-ll 'Reformers deny, upon this falle Princi- ; 
ge. ple, that Faith alone ſuffices.- ; 

k 50. It often happens that Proteſtants, 4 
who have been the moſt perverſe 'in 
their Life-time, deſire to die, and do 
effectually die in the Faith of the Roman 
Cathdlzoks. Hot We do not find that 
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any Catholick deſires to make his Exit 
in any other Religion 
F - Laſtly, I muſt own, it has always 
given me great Offence, that the Mini- 
ſters of all theſe Secs, tho they highly 
extol the Merits and Satisfaction of Je- 
ſas Chriſt, do yet neg lect to exhort their 
People to an Imitation of His Life; and 
even give them Occaſion to be heedleſs 
in thole great Duties of avoiding Sin, of 
doing Penance for Sins committed, of 
applying themſelves to the Practice of 
Virtue and to Good Works, by riveting 
in their Memory this pernicious Error, 
that our Saviour has by his Death ſo 
abundantly ſatisfied for oar Sins, -and 
$ urchas'd Heaven for us, that all We 
I bars te do, is to believe in Him. 80 
| that from the Paſſion, and Death and Sa- 
tisfad ion of Jeſus Chriſt, theſe poor de- 
luded People take Occaſion to indu ge 


themſelves in their Criminal Exceſſes. 


Bit the Orthodox Faith teaches us, that 
notwithſtanding the Paſſion and Death 
| of the Son of God be of themſel ves more 
than ſufficient to cancel all the Sins of 
Men, and that his Merits, are of infi- 


nite Valne, our Saviour will yet have 


uns toapply the Fruits of them to our 


operating 


ſelves, by imitating his Virtues, and co- 


CT 101 q\ 
operating with his goloreus Paſſion in 
declining Evil and in doing Good * 
ſus Chriſt came into this Wld upon 4 

double Deſign: Firſt to ſatisfy for out 


Sins; and to del:ver us from eternal 


Damnation; Secondly, to give us a moſt 
perfect Pattern of all Virtues, and to in- 
ſpire us with a Deſire to copy them in 
our Lives; as he has told us in theſe 
Words. (1) I bave given you an example, 
tber fonldidbs ax F heben ö 90nd (2) 
Leain of nne, for Jam meek and lowly of 
heart. We are war inform'd by St, Peter; 
( ) That (hit eld for ut, lige 
an example, t T 7 4 fi d follow bis ſteps, 
And now Addreſs my ſelf to you, 
my once Fellow - members in Religi 
— ſill my dear Relations, — 
Country- men, and I conjure 8 
five Wounds of Jeſus Chrit 7 bis — 
precious Blood, the Price of our Redem- 


tion, and by the Concern you ought J 


to have for the eternal Wel are of ur 
Souls, not to quit a certain Way to Hea · 


ven for an uncertain, |: Conſider” ſeri- 
oullys n _ Faithwas which your 
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Anqeſtors profeſe d, and which the firſt 
E Chriſtians of your Nation upon leaving 
EF Paganiſm embracd; |: Conſider; in what 
Religion thoſe great Saints lived, whom 
you own for ſuch. | Weigh ſeriquſl 
thele Motives of my rue 
I offer you with a Heart that's full of 
moſt Imcere Affection. Return to the 
Way of your Fathers, to the Path of the 
ints, to the Religion which has ſtood 
r ſo many ages, and been confirm'd 
maintain d and water d with the Blood 
of ſo many Martyrs: A Religion, which 
all the ancient Fathers of the. Primitive 
Church aſſerted and approved : A Re: 
ligion, againſt which, as our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour has engaged his Word, the Gates 
of Hell ſhall never prevail. Have al- 
ways an Eye to the Salvation of your 
Souls. For (1) bat 1s a Man profited, if 
be ſball gain the whole World, and loſe bis 
own 8oul ? Or what Hall a Man give in Ex- 
change for bis Soul ? We have but one Soul, 
and its Felicity lies atStake in this great 
Affair. Eternal. Salvation is not to be 
gain'd, but by a true Faith: This true 
Faith is only one, and no where to be 
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his Grace ſo to do; that in this true 
Faith we may advance together toward 


* MW | 


found, but in the Roman Catholick 
Communion, Embrace it therefore, ang 
follow my Example in this-Holy Reſo- 
lation. May God ftrengthen yon with 4 


* : TOE ET nth 


the Manſions of Eternal Bliſs. 

Every Plant, which my Heavenly Fa- 
ther bath not planted, | ſhall be xooted up, 
Matth. 15+ 13. N 
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London, July 1. 1708, 


There being Two Mails due from Holland, 
and the foreign News that came in with 
the laſt, being, by this Time exhauſted, 
we ſhall take this Opportunity to commu- 
nicate to thePublick the following remark- 
able Piece, which has given juſt Offence 
to moſt of the Proteſtants abroad. 


*D ECISIO Nof the Faculty of 
Divinity of Helmſtad, (a famous 
© - © Lutheran Univerſity in theDut- th. 

© chy of Brunſwick) of the _ 201 

*ſtion propounded on Occaſion J. 

— of the Princeſs of V. 3 | 
* Mar- 
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M.-jrriage with Charles III. Fine 
* Of Spain. sf 


3 © The ſaid Queſtion was propounded i in 


2 


* theſe Terms. 


Whether a Proteſtant Princeſs, inge to 
mary à Catholick Prince, may with a 
ſafe Conſcience, embrace the Gan 
91 2 | 


D E CISION. 
WI anſwer, That the Queſtion 
propounded cannot ſolidly be 
* ſoivd without deciding firſt, Whe- 
* theror no the Catholicks are in fun- 
g „ damental Errors, and ſuch as are op- 
paſite to Salvation? Or, which is the 
* ſame Thing, Whether the Conſtitution 
* of the Romzſh. Church be ſuch, as that 
one may practice in it the true Wor- 
ſhip of God, and attain Salvation? 
y Our Anſwer to the ſecond Query 
on which the firſt depends, is, wit 
out Heſitation, in the ane, tor 
thele three: Reaſons. * + 
Firſt, © Becauſe the Catholicks are, at 
the Bottom, of the ſame Religion with 
us, and have the neceſſary Faith to 
5 auen, God. in e to — 
or 
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13 For the F 


For dundation of Religion and 
© Chriſtian Life, is, the Belief of God 


the Father, our Creator, of God the 


* 'Son, the Meſſiah, who had been pro- 
* misd, and has deliver d us from Sin, 
»Death, the Devil and Hell; and of 
* the Holy Ghoſt, who enlightens us. 
* We:muſt alſo admit the Len Com- 
* mandments: of God, which teach us 


Jour Duty ta Cod and to our Neigh- 


© bours; the Lord's Prayer, which in- 
ſtructs us how to pray; the Practice of 
the Sacraments of Baptiſm and of the 
Lord's Supper, according to Chriſt's 
Inſtitution and Command. Moreover, 


ve muſt acknowledge The Power of the 


* Keys, and believe with them, That 


God has given in the Church, to the 


f, Apoſtles and their Succeſſors in Apo- 


* ftolical Functions, the Authority of 


© Declaring to the Penitent, That their 
Sins are torgiven, and to denounce to 
©--the Impenitent, God's Hatred againſt 


them, and what judgments he prepares 


tor them, and ſo either to remit or 
© retain Sins: And therefore we ſome- 
* times tepair to the Confeſſion- Chair to 
receive Abſolution of our Sins. 

©! © Whoever believes all this, and ſquares 
his Actions by his Belief, is in no Fun- 
161 =  *qamental 
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damental Error; and being à Chriſtian, 
anch a Child of God, and deſires to at- 
1e tai the Inheritance of eternal Life, 
ohe may live and die in that Condition. 
All theſè Articles of Faith are the 
Abridgment of the Chriſtian Doctriie, 
* which 18 expounded in the Writing of 
the Prophets and Apoltles, and are 
contain d in the little Catechiſm, divi- 

© ded. into fix Parts, vix. The Creed, 
* the Lord's Prayer, and our Saviour's 
Words concerning Baptiſm, the Lord's 
Supper, and the Vocation of Miniſters, 
This Catechiſm is common with us 
and the Roman Catholicks; and when 
they have a Mind to inſtruct any Body 
in the Chriſtian Faith, thoſe are the 
Articles they teach and preſs, as the 
neceſſary Points to become aChriſtia | 
* andhave a Share of Salvation: As max 
Abe ſeen by the Romiſh-Catechiſms of 
Caniſius and Voluſs, and the Cate- 
chiſm lately printed at Hildeſbeim. 

* Wherefore the Authors of the Confeſ- 
* fiom-of Angsbourg ſay, in the Preface, 

* That all Chriſtians, both Catholicks and 
' Proteſtants, fight together under Feſus 
cbriſt; and a little Iower they affirm, 1 
That our Prote ſſant Religions not cantr - 
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Roman Catholick : And this will be ac- 


© knowledg'd {ay they, ' by conſulting the 
Mritings of the Fathers. Which is ſo 
* true, that we firmly and confidently 
© believe, that Perſons of undoubted 
Probity and Piety are found in Romiſh 


Monaſteries. 


Another Ground of Religion is the 
© Belief of God's being a Juſt judge, 
* who rewards Virtue and puniſnes Sin; 
© than which Belief: no other Motive is 
more conducive to direct us from wic- 
* ked Acts, according to what the Apo- 
* tle ſays, in the lith Chapter of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, Verſe 6. For he 
that comethto God muſt believe that bes, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that di- 
ligently ſeek him. The Catholicks do 
not differ from us as to the Belief: of 
Neither can it be deem'd, that the 


© Romiſh Church is not a true Church; 
wherein the Miniſtry of God's Word, 
_ © and. the Uſe of Sacraments ſubſiſt. 


p For if it were no more, or had not 


I been à true Church, all its Members 

would be in a State of Danination, 
tand irrecoverably laſt, which n-ne 
* amongſt us Gould dare to advance. 
Nay; Ale lanc hit on limſelf has maintain d 
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that the Romiſh Church did not ceaſe” 3 
* being the true Church, becauſe tjñge 
Word of God was ſufficiently taught 3 
in the divers Parts of the Catechiſm, 
* which contains, the Ten Command- 
ments, the Creed, and the Lord's 
Prayer: And in the Service of Bap- ' 
je © tiſm, or in the Epiſtles and Goſpels | 
e, © thatareiread on Sundays. The Au- 
*. thor of that Book is John Sambectus 
is | © andthe late Duke Auguſtus, of Glori- 
* ous Memory, eſteemd it to that De- 
* gree, that he made ſome Alterations im 
it, out of common Places of John Haf- 
: fenreſſer, a famous Divine of Tubinge, 
* which Work is look'd upon as Ortho- 
*.dox,:and-as ſuch is read all over Swe- 
den, and in the Univerſities. > 
', **Inthethird Place, both the Catho- 
lick and Preteſtant Churches believe, 
ne and publickly profeſs, in the Pulpit 
; and in Writing, That the Name of FE. 
d, © SUS-25:the only Name in which Men may 
ſt. * hope and whereby they may obtain Salva- © 
ot tion ; And that Man is not juſtify d by 
rs “ the Works of the Law, that is, he is 
n, not juſtifid barely by the Performance 
ne of the Law, but by GOD's Clemency 
e. and Mercy, and the Satisfaction our 
rd Lord 'FESUS — T has given for 
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| < us. This is the Doftrins ol the Ca- 
. « tholick Church, as has been obſerv d 
3 © by the virtuous Abbot lately deceas'd 
dat Doesburg, in the Preface. of his 
e Abridgement of the Rules of Faith: 
or „ The Church believes (ſays he) and did 
ever teach, that no Perſon, — the Crea- 
* * +500 the V orld;did ever attain Sulva- 
© tion, but by FESUS CHRIST, Sho it a 
© Mediator betweenGod and Men, according 
to what is written in the Acts of theApo- 
6. * #tles, (chap. 4. v. 12) and as pg 
* of Trent bas ac knowledge d it. 
The ſame Chriſtian Afſembly 6 neun. 
ing the Connal of Trent) teaches, 
510 „ That the beginning of juſtification 
ought neceſſarily to proceed from 
2 © GOD, and his prevent ing Grace, that 
is, from the Vocation, whereby "GOD 
calls us, without any Reſpect to our 
Down Merits. They teach alſo, that 
„ neither Faith, nor Good Works, do 
© merit Juſtification ; and that weought 
to believe, that Sins never will, nor 
2 were ever forgiven. but through the 
F only Mercy and Grace of GOD, and 
« the Will o FESUS- CHRIST. -: 
- * Cur Doctors have been oblig'd- to 


Hun that the Book entituled Hornnlud © 


_ Sa * the Soul, and the 
8 n 


4. Fr 1 I 1 OT ; We 
« Rituals of Meats, Triers and Cologne 
prove, that the Catholicks that are at 
the Point of Death are exhorted not to 

put any Confidence in their own Me- 

* rits, or other Means of Salvation, but 
© ſolely to repoſe all their Truſt in IE. 
Y SUS.CHRIST. - We might” urge the 
© Foxcibleneſs of the . Proofs that are 
* drawn.outof all thoſe Books ; but we 
x „hall only quote the Ritual of Mentz, 
* printed in th. . — 1699. E is the 
* Exhoxtation it preſcribes for Dying 
4 * Perlons: to whomthe Ext reme · Unction 

is adminiſtred. Tour | Merits and the 


. Merits of all Mankind, are too incouſide- 


"00s, or you to ſeek in them jour Comfort 
Hope of | your, 28 Since 
© therefore we acknow! 0 
71 our Merits, we put aur 15 
* rits of our Saviour | FESU CHRIST. 4 
* whom. G0 has gi van to the World, in 
* bis Love truely 7 wing 39s ore place 
your Hope in that Merci ua Gracious 
F 805. After the Sick Body has re- 
: civil the Extreme · Unction, they add, 
place your Comfort in that — God, 
* who is diſpoſed to ſhew Mercy to [nyo and 
x nes rtl to reſiſt all the Onſets of 
Fin and the Devil; and do not doubt but 
$ GOD will . * your Sins 2 ”y 
Mu tte 
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F * -Milltitude of the precious Meriteof NE. 
SU CHRIST. Tr, by that SAFIOUR 
* you ſhall be reſcued from Sin and the De- 
vil, and your Soul ſhall be truly ſaved. 
In another Catechiſm the Roman 
Catholicks direct a Dying Perſon to 
Juſe this Prayer: And incaſe T ſhould for 
*-the ſuture live a Holy Life;but"it ſhould 
© be your Will that I Ponld die, I had fill 
* e die new, according to your Sacred 
Vill, and forego the good Works Fmight 
-* make, if T liv'd longer. Among other 
PDirections for Prayers which may be 
ſuggeſted to Sick Perſons this is found, 
A by way of Queftions and Anſwers : 
Jou defire that God ſpould 1 Ye ydu rather 
with Mercy than Fuſtice, and that he deal 
* with you Hot according to your Merits, but 
according to bis Infinite Mercy: The Sick 
© Body anfwers, I do. Do yon not be- 
lie ve that you cannot be ſaved, hut by the 
precious Death of FESUS CHRISTalone? 
| = The ſick Body anſwers,” I believe it. 
Fo —< Tis Evident that theſe Cat bolick 
** Exhortations are grounded in this 
Truth, No Body is purify d and deliver d 
from his Sins, but by4be Mercy of GOD, 
and the Merits of JESUS CHRIST. 
+ Which however does not exclude good 
Works, or the Obſervance ow 5 
Wia 8 . | Fre- 
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© Precepts,. as if good Works, tho” united ⁵⁶ 
RE © to: the preceding Merits. of JESUS A 
e- © CHRIST; were of no Uſe towards 
eternal Salvation: For no Man can 
m aſſert the Unprofitableneſs of good- 
to Works, without contradicting the Ho- 
'> bh ly Scripture, . FF f 
d We read in St. Matthew, (Chap: xix. 
v. 170 If thou wilt enter into life, keep 
ed © the Commandments, And (Chap. vii. v. 
br 21) Not everyone that 'ays unto me, Lord, 
er © Lord,ſha'lenter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
del © ven but be that doth the will of my Fa- 
dal © ther which. is in Heaven, And St. James, 
g ia his Epiſtle, affirms, That-Abrahanr 
er © was juſtified by bis Works. And if any 
all © Body ſhould not look upon this Text- 
ul © as Canonical, let them hear what, a: 
x © long time before, Daniel ſaid to Nebu- 1 
. © chadnezzar, (Daniel Chap iv. v. 2) 0 
bl © King,let ny Council be acceptable unto t hec, 
el © 2nd break of thy Sins byRighteouſneſs ank 
* thine Iniquaties by ſhewing Mercy to the Þ 
Poor. Is not the giving Alms to the 
is Poor a good Work? And if good 


Works avail nothing, why does St. 
Dl © 2 the coming out of the De- 
TE © fart, cry out aloud, Repent ? Why does 
il JESU CHRIST ſay, that in order” 
)'s 


to be ſaved, a Man muſt love God and 
Wi 9 IT 
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Xo © bieNeighbowr? early felf teaches us, 
that a profligate Sinner does not de- 
© ſerve the Forgivenefs of his Sins, un- 


© lels he abhor them, ſtrike his Breaſt, 1 
* andexcite himſelf toContrition, what- | © 
© ever Confidence he may have in the. 
* Merits of FESUS CHRIST. g 8 


* We are therefore convinc'd, that in 
* theſe Things the Roman Catholicks 
agree with the Proteſtants; and if 
© there be any Diſpate between them, 
tis only about Words. 5 
0 Having demonſtrated thatthe Form- 
© dationof Religion ſubſiſts in theRoman 
_ © Catholick Church, ſo that owe may be 
© Orthodox, and live and die well and ob- 
tain Salvation in it: It is eaſy to de- 
wide the Queſtion propomded. 
* The moſt ſerene Princeſs of V. N. 
fembuttel, may in Conſideration of 
ber Marriage, embrace the Catholic 
1 * Religion; eſpecially, conſidering firft, 
| © that ſhe did not offer her felf, nor has 
* negociated to be choſen ; and that 'tis 
© © unqueſtionable, that divine Provis 
3 * dence has led her into that Match. 
E © Secondly, that the ſaid Alliance will 
1 be moſt advantageous, not only to the 
> + Dutchy of Brunſwick, but alſo to the 
20 whole 8 1 and may 
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e ſervs to procure the Peace of al K I 
6 Cnichead o ardently wiſh d for. 

* Care only! ought to be taken, that” 
© ſheniake no Formal Abjuration : And 
© thatdifficult and intricate Points of Cone 
* troverſy be not impos d upon her as 
e . Articles of Faith. It will be ufficient to- 

give her Plain Inſtructions. 


Sueral Objeflions maybe made to this- 
onr Anſwer, which, bowever e to- 
RR. 


Fred: Firf Obje From 
45 The Roman Catholick Religion re» 
© quires the Performance of humane- 
+ Qrdinances, | 
Anſwer. 1 

The Roman Catholicks nh. that- 


Divine and Apoſtolical Traditions, that 


is, the Doctrine which is not contain a 
in the Holy Scripture, and which 


nevertheleſs, proceeds from F ESUS 3 


CHRIST. and his A poſtles, ought to be 
receiv'd with — Reſpect with the } 
written Word of God; Which we like- } 
wiſe acknowledge, and the only Diſ- } 
pute about that Matter. between them. 
and us, is, Whether ſuch and ſuch Tra- 
dition comes from God or the n, Y 

' | F \» — * 1 
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As to humane Traditions, the Catho- 
licks are or the: ſame Opinion. with us, 
S cond Ojectionn. 

: The Catholicks enjoin the Invoea: 
tion of Saints, when GOD alone 1s to 
= an invok d. 
= Aen. 
£ The Council of Trent does not fax it it 

ſhould be done, but only, that it is good 
and profitable to do it. Nor will any 


good Chriſtian refuſe. to invoke them 


when he conſiders, that no other Power 
is aſcrib'd to them, but only to pray for 
us; and that the Greek Church, for 
| Fourteen Ages paſt, has Practis d this 

Invocation, which thus explain d, does 
not, in the leaſt, derogate from God's 


Third Obj ection. Fad 


1 Honour. 


© A Roman Catholick, muſt . | 
* gatory, of which, nevertheleſs, the 


4 * Scripture makes no Mention, 
Anſwer. _ 
If by Purgatory be underſtood! a Put 
ging of the Souls that have departed this 
Life, from the Sins that ſtuck b them, 
ſeveral Doctors of toe e 
the 1 1 
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- "wht nd Objection. > A 
© Several Ceremonies that are pers | 
form'd at Maſs, give Offence. Ke 
Anſwer. + | 
To thoſe only who are ignorant of 
what theſe Ceremonies ſignify ; for 
there is none of them but has a good R- 
prelentatiog, touching which, amongſt |} 
many others, one may conſult the Ca- 
techiſmof Hildeſheim, p. 48. & ſeq. As for 
the reſt, the Maſs s a Figure and Re- 
preſentation ot the moſt hitter Paſſion 
and Death of FESUS CHRIST.: 4 
Fifth Objection. 
The Roman Catholicks are forbid 4 
0 * the Ule of the bleſſed one in the Sa- þ 
"CT ament. 2 


* 8 


n 

As Men: 8 Incredulity does not take 
away God's Promiſes, ſo the Pri vation r 
of the Cup cannot be imputed to the 
Laicks, ince tis none of their Fault; 
but tis rather to be believ d, that if they 8 
approach the Lord's Table with a con- A 
trite Heart and Confidence, they be- 
come Partakers of the Body and Blood A 
of CHRIST, as well as the Proteſtants x -. 3 
fo. that, among the Catholieks, the 2 
Prieſt receives no more than a Laick, 9 
1 enen it muſt 8 ang 


there Fey. 1 


3 


"= 


E there s no where any precept for grant- 
the Cup to the Laicks, which only 
be ong 'd to ny Apoſtles and Prieſts, as 
plainly appears — the 26th Chapter I . 
of St. Matthew: where they were All (viz. 
” the Apoſtles) 'order'd to drink of it, 
[ _ _— _ * mh of * St. 5 
ap 14. They all drank of it, is to 
unde rſtood. 


S Siath Obj eo 
Ihe Roman Cathekcke are oblig'd t to 
3 delieve Seven Sacraments altho* there 
de but TWO. 5 

 Anſver.' WR 

: The Ftymologyof the Word Sacrament 
is not found in Scripture, nor whether 

there be but Two or Seven. Thus the 
Confeſſion of Augshonrg reckons ſome- 
times Twoonly, "Ind ſometimes Three, 
by adding the Xdſolurion to the Lord's 
Supper and Faptiſm ; which the Ro- 
man Catholicks acknowledge to be the 
- Principal. In like manner, the Prote- 

Kants el that there are in Scripture 

more than Two or Three ſecret Signs 
of Myſteries ; for without doubt, when 
the — Catholicks make the Impo- 
tion of Hands and Matrimony, they 
- ground themfel ves on what we read in 
1 the Alt ot e N * the _ 
_ Y | 
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— . 0 
ly Ghoſt did confirm them in the Faith * 
on the Day ot Pentecoft ; and on what 
St. Paul ſays in the Epiſtle to the Ephe- 
er | tans, Chap. v. 32. This is a great Miſtery. 
I de Cancluos.. N 
We are ever ready to anſwer other 
Objections, either in Writing, or by 
Word of Mouth; tho''tis chiefly to be 
obſerv'd, that the Controverſies that are 
between us and the Roman Cat holicks, 
do not concern the Princeſs .of Wolfem- 
buttel, whoſe Buſineſs only is to conti- 
nue in the Simplicity of Faith, which is 
beſt. The reſt belongs to the Divines, 4 
among whom there are thoſe, in both 
Perſwaſions, whole Eyes God has open d, 
ſo that they clearly perceive, that the 
Diſtance between em is not ſo great as is 
commonly ſaid. To this purpoſe, what 
the truly Learned Philip Melan@bon ſaid 
in his Judgment of the modern Contra» 
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F Wan pennt to the Will of JESUS. 
þ CHRIST, our common Saviour. 


Theſe are Wiſhes 6 7 all the Profeſſors 
f Divinity of the Univerſity of 
Helmſtad, ER 28. ien 
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Covies of - Two Rr written by the 
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HE Diſcourſe pa hal the other 
« Day, I hope ſatisfied you in the 
main, that Chriſt can have but one 
E Church here upon Earth, and I believe 
| that it is as viſible as that the Scripture 
is in Print, that none can be that 
Church, but that, which is called the 
Roman Catholick Church. I think vou 
need not trouble your ſelf with entring 
into that Ocean of articular Diſputes, 
AI when the main, Re in truth, the only 
Queſtion is; where that Church is, 
VMhich we profeſs to believe in the two 


3 . Creeds ? We declare there, to believe 
dne Catkolick and Apoſtolic Church, 


_ we 
1 - - - 
* b 181 GS 74. * 
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and it is not left to every phantaſticak 
Man's Head to believe as he | pleaſes, 4 
but to the Church, to whom Chriſt leſt 
the Power apo Earth to. govern us in 
Matters of Faith, who made theſe 
Creeds for our Directions. It were 
very irrational thing to make Laws fur 
ga Country, and leave it to the Inhabi- 
'e tants, to be the Interpreters and Judges. 
a of [thoſe Laws, for then every Man 
a will be his own Judge, and by conſe- 
. quence no ſuch thing as either right or 
. wrong. Can we therefore ſuppoſe that 
4 God Almighty would leave us at ' thoſ& * 
Uncertainties, as to give us a Rule to g 
by, and leave every Man to be his ] n 
Judge? I do ask any Ingenuous Man, 
whether it be nat the ſame thing ta 
follow our own Fancy or to interpret i 

the Scripture by it? I would have anx 
Man ſhew me, where the Power of des 
ciding Matters of Faith is given. to everx 


particular. Man, Criſt left his Power 4 
to his Church even to forgive Sins in 
Heaven, and left his 8 iin them, 
which they exerciſed after his Reſurre- 
Qion: Firſt by his Apoſtles in theſe 
Creeds, and many Yeats after by the 
Council at Nice, where that Creed was © 
made that is called by that Name, 12 4 
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EF by the Power which they had receiv'd 
from Chriſt, they were the Judges even 
of the Scripture it ſelf many Years at- 
ter the Apoſtles, which Books were Ca- 
nonical and which were not. And if 
| they had this Power then, I deſire to 
know how they came to loſe it, and by 
what Authority Men ſeparate themſelves 
| from that Church? The only Pretence 
I ever heard of, was, becauſe the Church 
has failed in wreſting and interpretin 
| the Scripturecontrary to the true Senle 
and Meaning of it, and that they have 
F impoſed Articles of Faith upon us, 
© which are not to bewarranted by God's 
Word. I do deſire to know | who is to 
be Judge of that, whether the whole 
Church, the Succeſſion whereof has 
continued to this Day, without Interrup- 
tin, or particular Men who have i 
& ed Schiſms for their own Advantage? 


© This is a true Copy of a Paper I found 
in the late King my Brother s flrong 
BZ Box writtenin his own Hand. © 
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TT is a ſad thing to conſider what a 
X World of Hereſies are crept into this 
Nation. Every Man thinks himſelt aa 
competent a judge of the Scriptures as 
the very Apoſtles themfelves ; and tis ns 
wonder that it ſhould be fo, fince that _ 3 
rt of the Nation, which looks moſt ? 
like a Church, dares not bring the true 
Arguments againſt the other Sects for 
fear they ſhould be turn d againſt thems 3 
ſelves, and confated by their own Argu- 
ments. The Church of England (as ties 
ealld) would fain have it thought, that 
they are the Judges in matters ee = 
and yet dare not fay pofitrvely that ther 
is no appeal from them, for either they i 
muſt ſay, that they are Infallible (which i 
they cannot pretend to) or confeſs that i 
what they decide in matters of Con- 
Kience, is no further to be followed,than ix 
it agrees with every Man's private judg- 
ment. If Chriſt did leave a Church here 1 
upon Earth, and we were all once f 
that Church, how, and by what Autho- 
— did we ſe f ate from uy 8 2 

the power of Interpreting of Scriptutę 
de ine very Man's Brain, what need h 
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we of a Church or Church- men? To 


| what purpoſe then did our Saviour, af- 


ter he had given his Apoſtles Power to 
Bind and Looſe in Heaven and Ea ith, 


add to it, that he would be with them 
Leven to the End of the World? Theſe 
Words were not ſpoken Parabolically, or 
by way of Figure, Chriſt was then al- 


cending into his Glory,and leit his Pow- 


er with his Church even to the End of 
the World. We have had theſe hundred 


years paſt, the ſad Effects of denying to 


the Church that Power in matters Spiri- 
tual, without an Appeal. What Coun- 
try can ſubſiſt in Peace or Quiet, where 
there is not a Supreme judge from whence. 
there can be no Appeal ? Can there be 
any Juſtice done where the Offenders are 
E theirown Judges, and equal Interpreters 
of the Law, with thoſe that are appoint- 
E edtoadminifter Juſtice? This is our Caſe 
here in England in matters Spiritual; for 
the Proteſtants are not of the Church of 


& whence there can be no Ap 
cauſe the Diſcipline of that Church is 
conformable at that preſent to their fan- 
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England, as 'tis the true Church from 
at Church is 


cies, which as ſoon as it ſhall contradi& 
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or yary from, they are ready to embrace 
ein with the next Congregation of 
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People 
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Paul tells the Corinthians, ye are God's 


who are the Labourers, and who are 


ſearcheth the deep Things of God 3 and 
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People, whoſe Diſcipline and Worſhip, 2 
agrees with their Opinion at that.Time, - 
ſo that according to this Doctrine there is 
no other Church, nor Interpreter ofScrip- 
ture but that which lies in every Mans 
giddy Brain. I deſite to know therefore of 
every ſerious Conſiderer of theſe Things, 
whether the great Work of our Salvation 
ought to depend upon ſuch a ſandy Foun- 
dation as this? Did Chriſt ever ſay to 
the Civil Magiſtrate (much leſs to tge 
People) that he would be with them to 
the End of the World? Or did he give 
them the Power to forgive Sins? St. 
Husbandry, ye are God's Building; we 
are Labourers with God. This ſhews' 3 


the Husbandry and Building; and iin 
this whole Chapter and in the preceding 
one, St. Paul takes great Pains to ſẽf̃ 
forth that they, the Clergy, have the 
Spirit of God, without which no Man 


he concludeth the Chapter with this. 
Verſe, For who bath known the Mind 
of the Lord that he may 0 2 7 bim? 
But we have the Mind of Chriſl. NW 
if we do but conſider in human Proba- 
bility and Reaſon, the Powers Chrilt- 
>. F e leaves 
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leaves to his Church in the Goſpel, and! 
St. Paul explains ſo diſtinchly afterwards, , 
we cannot think that our Saviour ſa id 

all theſe Things to no Purpoſe; and pra 

confider on the other Side, that thoſe, 
who refift the Truth, and will not ſub- 
mit to his Church, draw their Argu- 
ments from Implications, and far fetch d 
| Interpretations, at the ſame Time that 
% they deny plain and poſitive Words, 
which is ſo great a Diſingenuity, that tis 
not almoſt to be thought, that they can 
believe themſelves. Is there any other 
Foundation of the Proteſtant Church, 
but that if che Civil Magiſtrate pleafe, 
be may call ſuch of the Clergy as he 

thinks fit for his Turn at that Time, and 
turn the Church either to Presbytery, 
Þdependency, or indeed what he pleaſes ? 

has was the Way of our pretended Re- 

ation here in England ; and by the 

ſame Rule and Authority it may be al- 

| tered into as many more Shapes and 

Forms as there are Fancies in Men's 
Heads. | A TY de 
Ibis is a true Copyof a Paper written by 
|.  - . the late Ning my Brother in bis own 
Hand, which I found in bis Cloſet. 


"4 * = 
at n . * 8 0 .a 
= at 
A 
* * 
= U 
1 © 4 
*4 12 - 


eee 


, * , | \ 
"0 - * N \ bt ad * - 2 a L , | * | 
a + * "PD M Len 8 | | 
| * _ 2k 3% - ; p r 
. * 4 k 2 | 
| 1 * + 
: 4+ 6 | 
= 
* | | 
* - . © F 
| 1 
” ” 97 ; ! 
F . 0 7 45 : . | 
| 2 * 


4 Copy of « Fre ee hy the | 
| late 315 of Tork. 3 


19 fo Reaſonable to expect, duet a 
Perfon always bred up in the Church 
England, and as well Anſtrucked in the 
d Doctrine it, as the beſt Divines, and 
ber Capacity could make her, ſhould be _ 
liable to many Cenſures, for leavin hat, % 
and making her ſelf a Member of t e Ro- 
man Catholick Church, to which, I con- 
r feſs, I was one of the greateſt Enemies 
„ it ever had; That I chuſe rather to en- 
deavour to ſatisfie my Friends, by reading 
cis Paper, than to have the Trouble, to 
1 anſwer all the Queſtions * = daily 
: be asked me: po” evi of 
in the Prefence of Almi 8 
no Perſon, Man or Women. 
indirectly, ever ſaid any ane 24 115 
93 — came into England) or uſed the 

eaſt Endeavour to make me change 1 85 1 
Reli ion. It is a Bleſhin 1 wholly owe - 7 
to Almighty God, and I hope the 17 : A 
ing of a Prayer I daily made hun, ever 1 
ſince J was in France, and Flanders, 

8 where 5 1 85 o 2 De ** 
the Catholicks (tho I had very mx 
9, 1 made 1 it oy Gntinal Requeſt fo. 4 
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Almighty God; that if I were not, 1 
might, before I died, be in the true Re- 
11810n ; I did not in the leaſt doubt but 
that I was ſo, and never had any man- 
ner of Scruple till November laſt ; when 
reading a Book, called the Hiſtory of 
the Reformation, by Dr. Heylin, which 
J had heard very much commended, and 
| had been told, if ever I had any Doubt 
in my Religion, that would ſettle me; 
inſtead of l I found it the Deſcrip- 
tion of the horrideſt Sacrileges in the 


World; and could find no Reaſon, why 
we left the Church, but for Three the 


moſt abominable ones, that were ever 
heard of amongſt Chriſtians : Firſt, 
Henry VIII, renounces the Pope's Au- 
thority, becauſe he would not give him 
leave to part with his Wife, and Marry 
another, in her Life time: Secondly, 
Edward VI, was a Child, and govern d 
by his Uncle, who made his Eſtate out 
ads. 
And then Queen Elizabeth, who being 
no lawful Heireſs to the Crown, could 
have no Way to keep it, but by renounc- - 
ing a Church that could never ſuffer ſo 
= unlawful a Thing to be done by one of 
her Children. I confeſs, I cannot think 
= the Holy Ghoſt could ever be in ſuch | 
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Councils; and it is very ftrange, that E 
the Biſhops had no Delign, bur (as they 
ſay) the reſtoring us to the Doctrine i 
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n- the Primitive Church, they ſhould ne- 
n ver think upon it, till Henry VIII. made 
of the Breach upon ſo unlawful a Pretetice; 7 
h Thele'Scruples being raiſed; I begun to 
id conſider of the Difference. between the 
Catholicks and Us; and examin'd then: 

as well as I could by the Holy Scripture, 
which, though I do not pretend to be a= 
ble to underſtand,” yet, there are ſome 1 
things I found ſo eaſy. that I cannot but 
wonder, I had been ſo long without finds 
a ing them out: As the real Preſence in 
t, the. Bleſſed Sacrament, the Infallibili 
of the Church, Confeſſion and Praying 
n for the Dead... After this, 1 poke Teve- ] 
y | rally to Two'of the beſt (*) Biſhops we © 
„have in England, who both told me there 
d were many things in the Roman Church, 
it which it were very much to be wiſhed; 
we had kept: as Comfeſſion, Which WW W. 
no ddubt, commanded by God; That 
Pray ing for the Dead was ole of the 
ancient things in Chriſtianity”; That fur 
gb 4, f. Cone, Bla (2; ob 
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ey would not own it: And afterwaTr 


„ * ling one of them very much upon 


he other Points, he (*) told me, that 
if he had been bred a Catholick, he 
would not change bis Religion; but, 
that being of another Church, wherein, 
he was {ure, were all Things neceſſary 
to Salvation, he 778 it very ill, t 
give that Scandal, as to 


All theſe Diſcourſes did but add more 


to the Deſire I had, to be a Catholick, 


and gave me the moſt terrible Agonies 
in the World, within my ſelf. For all 
this, fearing to be raſh in a Matter of 
that Weight, I did all I could to ſatisfy 
my ſelf; made it my ,daily Prayer to 
Bod, to ſettle me in the Right, and {© 
went on Cbriſt maſs-day to receive in the 
King's Chapel; after which, I was 


more troubled than ever, and could ne- 


3 till I had told my De- 
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confirm'd in my Defi 


Holy Sacrament is his Body and Blood, 


ſo I cannot believe, that he who is the 3 
Author of all Truth, and who has proc 
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mis'd to be with his Church tothe 


of the World, would permit them to 
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ut in one Kind, if it were not lawful fo 


to do. KIT 


1 am not able, or, if I were, would! 


enter into Diſputes with any Body ; I 
only in ſhort, ſay this for the changing 


of my Religion, which I take God to 
Witneſs I would never have done, if! 
had thought it poſſible to ſave my Soul 
otherwiſe. I think, I need not ſay, it is 


not any Intereſt in 


this World leads me 


to it: It will be plain enough to ever 
Body, that I mult loſe all the Prien . 
by it; and have 
very well weighed, which I could beſt 
part with, my Share in this World, of. © 


and Credit I have here, 
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of our Bleſſed Saviour, who ſays, the 


"> 
: 4 0 . * nd * — 
, DN : 
8 : & Is, : 
2 _ o g * 2 0 
> Rr” . a . > * * * 3 or ' * 7 ; $3 Ph x | 
* _ : ahh - TXT” 8 -$ 2 v0 > N £4 7 . - £ - 8 . c : 
\ N - Sd * A” * = : F - a „. * * 4 ** — n FA : 3 4 nn e a 2 — 4 
E 7 1 + 5 > I © * £ . 5 — * 
4 " . L + > das © — > . - : \ Be _ = — ht 8 25 — * R Sy N > : " —_— - no 
2 2 * * = "I - » s 4 - ».4 „ * %. - _ -— 2 - 0 = \ : 1 3 oy 1 oh * * 8 2 ke = 2 ? 4 
<< ; CA wa * — has * — » " \ « N 532 0 2 PR PY ö ö Y” 2 "A ng 
* — 8 — . n — } 4 44 "x * 2 4 2 « ut ed a * 
. , wY — — - — 5 F 2 n » C4, +A - "I ——_ ps m_ Y * « "_E 8 1 Ws 
—— 7 « — 4 > 4 1 ak 4a L Y 2 - 
8  — 2 i 5 * * 7 1 Pu” 


— 
3 


4 


. 
WS 


2 
— 


Rn 
St 


i 4 * 8 7 9 * *. * Fg io Py , ö K y % . 9 * 2 8 1 | 
. * . a . 1 » 
. % = * WV F \ * * 5 4 " S ” 7 =. 
+37" +. 
o A 4 * 4 „ 
of "ns ä 
< . : Pa * 2 "> 1 
* * a 4 "NS 4 
N ; OT lt 


culty in the Choice, 


4 : - 
” * 41 
6 n N 4 4. ind 
> 1 : , a 
| n 


"Is 


£% 
«4 


only Pr yer is, that the pd 
ot chis Nation, may not ſuffer 
* 5 E being of their Religion : That 


© 


2 | them, and then, ſend: me any Afflicki 
ven in this World, fo 1 e a 
3 1 | dieſled Fern bercafter. 
. f FINE Sores 4. i af 0 i 3 2 It 


4 — Go o 
2 26th. 167 0 0 
* 9 . * a ; . - | 
14 hw Y : N 
R 14 > f 117 3 134 37/78 
. hd * > * Fo 9 


Fix blows. 91 I 10 ; 105 ttt t L. 


* 
| | 27 7 N L : 
. e £4187 pe Fore 3:05 039i. Tani 
3% 20928 Nu: N AA FO RTE 20% dr TR NAS 
| SED STR SAS GRE, 26k 
1 5 1 r Der TM 
-» "4% 17 * 4 . 


3 2% A 5 5 Nr? : 11 11 

3 . Sto 278" 12 255 ELON 

By „ *. * Op | 34 02 31 
J 


VI 3 nao 
5 282 ; ; ; | 
Ws . . W1 3” 114 2 * 57.9 ; 1. J 4 3 #244 5 Ty 


3 3 brig #7 yd e bsi hip 
3 IS SPE: ©, 4 Kos | 
ici 29102 2:9W. HD H 
I» 10 li 21 + m4 2 p 7 — rd u, iger 
WM NR e dr ds de de N d e . 
— TOA TINA th 


3 2 1 * 1103 


* 
8 
* 4 
82 344 50.3 


